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This month we celebrate Fathers and Founders. When we joined this great
fraternal organization, you often heard “you get out of it what you put into it.”
Truer words were never spoken. For some of us, it’s sharing a hobby or idea
which leads to a new club or committee. For others it’s volunteering to join
the Council and help our Lodge grow and embrace the future. While others
simply enjoy attending events, coming to meetings and being together. Many
come to realize the truth in our motto: “America Lodge: where friends
become family.”

The first Sons of Italy Lodge was founded 121 years ago on June 22, 1905 by six men. Dr.
Vincenzo Sellaro was elected the first president. Today, the OSDIA has nearly 400 lodges
throughout the U.S. and Italy, and more than 100,000 members and family affiliates. There is
something here for everyone.

| want to thank the Per Sempre Lodge, where | serve as District Deputy, for their gracious
recognition and honor at their annual Frank Alberti Memorial Golf Outing. This incredible
occasion was wonderfully attended by so many of our brothers and sisters including our
amazing America Lodge members. | was touched by everyone’s presence; what a fantastic
occasion. It demonstrates the powerful significance of our membership and most importantly,
you get out of it what you put into it.

As | am writing this article we are preparing for a membership drive on May 30th. We will be
part of the Franklin Square Chamber of Commerce Spring Fair being held at Rath Park. In the
past we have been successful at this event, bringing in new members and promoting the
Order and America Lodge. At our May meeting we got closer to our goal of 250 members by
initiating five new members. Our family keeps growing! To borrow, and slightly change that
famous line from Jaws, which opened June 20, 1975, | think we’re going to need a bigger...
table. Hey, we’re ltalian.

We are wrapping up our raffle ticket sales with a drawing on June 17t at our General meeting.
This year 25% of the funds raised will be donated to the newest NY OSDIA charity, the Marty
Lyons Foundation. It is not too late to get tickets, see the flyer here for more information.

| am looking forward to our many upcoming events, starting with our fishing trip in July and our
picnic in September. Tickets for the fishing trip are on sale now. See our event flyers in this
newsletter! Believe it or not we have already started work on our annual Christmas party!

Welcome summer, our gardens have been waiting for you!
| hope to see you at our next meeting, if not before.

Fraternally,
Joe

BQ

L\ TIME /|
\ -g- |
n /~——\ |

\\\U E&



https://www.americalodge2245.com/events

2023, 2025 Best Newsletter 2024 Most Informative Newsletter

D
X

WELCOMETONYOQUR JUNE NEWSLET TE!

N4

When | hear “June,” | think of transition. The point where the year
starts to feel fully alive instead of just underway. A few things come to
mind right away: long evenings filled with the first real-light of
summer, school ending and graduations, thunderstorms rolling in
after hot afternoons, fresh strawberries and farmers markets, and
gardens finally beginning to flourish. June also brings weddings, road
trips, beach days, and open windows at night, just to name a few.

On June 2nd, Italy celebrates Festa della Repubblica, one of their
most important national holidays. Our informative article explores the
history and significance of this special celebration.

Here in the U.S., we celebrate Father’s Day on June 21st. Check out our article for ideas on
celebrating Dad with an [ltalian-style outdoor dinner perfect for the start of summer.

Also-on the 21st, we celebrate the summer solstice, the longest day of the year in the
Northern Hemisphere. Our article gives some summertime suggestions on how to make the
most of this beautiful time of year!

And since June is the month when our Founder, Dr. Vincenzo Sellaro, organized the Order
Sons and Daughters of Italy in America®, we’ve reprinted our article “In the Beginning” and
more about Vincenzo Sellaro, his story and the vision behind the creation of OSDIA.

Since summer is just around the corner, we’re anticipating our summer bounty of vegetables
with a seasonal recipe. Thank you to our 1st Vice President Maria Passalacqua for this
delicious contribution to our newsletter!

Don’t forget, | am excited to see all the _summer vegetables that our members have growing
in their gardens! See the flyer in this newsletter for details on sending me your garden
photos!

Lastly, time is running out to reserve your spot for our upcoming Annual Fishing trip! Please
contact Michael Avallone and see all the event flyers starting on page 17. We have much to
look forward to with our Fishing, Picnic and Dinner Dance events!

Enjoy your Newsletter!
Donna



Membership Corner
At our May 20th General Meeting, we installed 5 new members! Please welcome Sandra
D’Agostino, Anna Maola, April DeCiantis, Lisa Zupcich, and Patricia Vetter to our
America Lodge family!

America Lodge #2245 is celebrating our Country’s 250th birthday with a
charge to our members....Let’s grow America Lodge #2245 to 250
members! Honoring 250 years of the United States with Italian heart,

rich heritage, and 250 proud members leading the celebration ¢ @

From tradition to togetherness, we're bringing the spirit of Italy to this
historic American milestone—one unforgettable celebration at a time!
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Let's keep the momentum going by spreading the word about America
Lodge! Talk to your family, friends, neighbors, and co-workers about joining our famiglia—
new members are the heartbeat of a vibrant and thriving Lodge. If you know someone who
may be interested, visit our website www.americal 2245.com/Membership for a
membership application!

And if you're feeling especially neighborly, we’d love for you to bring a friend to our June 17th
General meeting—we can’t wait to welcome them!

Check out our Website and Facebook page! We post photos
of our meetings and events, provide informative posts on our
Italian Culture and Heritage and keep our members informed
about Lodge and local events! Come log on and see what
we’re up to! Find us on

Facebook
America Lodge #2245

UPCOMING EVENTS

June 2, America Lodge Council Meeting, 7:00 pm. Franklin Square Library.

June 3, Il Dolce Libro/Bocce Crossover event for Book Club members! See flyer, pg. 18.

June 17, America Lodge General Membership meeting. 7:30 pm, Franklin Sq. VFW.

June 21, Summer Solstice! See our article on pg. 10! WELCOME SUMMER!!

June 25-28 NYS OSDIA Annual Convention, Albany, NY. America Lodge Delegates attend.

July 15 America Lodge General Meeting/BBQ to celebrate America’s 250th! AMERICA LODGE MEMBERS ONLY!
July 25 America Lodge Annual Fishing Trip. See flyer pg. 17. GET YOUR TICKETS NOW!!!

September 19 America Lodge Annual Picnic in the Park. See flyer pg. 17. SAVE THE DATE!

October 18 America Lodge Annual Anniversary Dinner Dance. See flyer pg. 17. SAVE THE DATE!

visit https://www.americalodge2245.com/events for Lodge events and details!

America Lodge America Lodge
Mah Jongg Dates Bocce

 June 2,16, 23 www.americalodge2245.com  Thursday’s at Rath

« July 14, 21, 28 _ '
« August 4, 18, 25 Park 5:00 pm!
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Joann Bambino Marzocchi, John Paul Mo

Anthony Mossa, Sally Nicoletti, Victoria

alumbo, Alfred Pittella, Patricia Vetter
Dennis Walsh.

| would like to announce two engagements of my Granddaughters in May.
. % My son, Ted and wife Julie’s daughter, Emily Koziarz, became engaged to William
Tkacs. And my son John and his wife’s daughter, Angela Koziarz, became engaged
to Daniel lavarone. Congratulations to all!
~Annette Koziarz

Congratulations to Olivia Giordano, daughter of Past President Vincent
Giordano, who received a Programma Ponte Scholarship Award. Olivia will
travel to Italy next summer to study and experience the ltalian language

S(-,,oa
and culture firsthand. S s

Condolences and deepest sympathy to Mary Sperrazza and her family on the
loss of her mother, Rosella. Our thoughts and prayers are with you and your
family, Mary.




America Lodge President, Joe Armocida,
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America Lodge Sister, Ellen Andrasick, honored with a NY Exemplary Volunteer Service Award.

NEW YORK STATE OFFICE FOR T111 AGING
Exemplary Volunteer Service Atwary

Presented to:

ELLEN ANDRASICK

For Outstanding Service

Annual Older Americans Conrerence
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America Lodge members
come out in support of
Memorial Day.




AMERICA LODGE
BOCCE CLUB!

Membership Information

Join America Lodge 2245
e ame | Order Sons of [taly In

CHAMBER of COMMERCE |
SPRING FAIR! Amerlca

AMERICA LODGE




/ by Mark Johnson

I's hard to believe that its been over 50 years since
Jaws debuted on the silver screen. As we now know,
Jaws defined what it is to be a summer blockbuster. It set
the bar. | can remember the lines at the movie theater
stretching for miles, as everyone awaited hearing that
unforgettable line: “Just when you thought it was safe to
go back in the water ..."

Was it just me or did you think the fictional town of Amity
Island was actually on Long Island?

Did you know Jaws was originally planned for a Christmas 1974 release? That would
have changed everything! Before Jaws, the only films presented to the public during the
summer were usually those of lesser quality. Jaws opened June 20, 1975
simultaneously in no less than 409 American theaters. In addition to that, the film
premiered only after an expensive, elaborate and intensive marketing campaign which
would later become the “ABCs” for blockbusters.

Once released, Jaws became the first film in history to earn $100 million at the domestic

box office. And it might be the first movie in history where the star of the film doesn't
appear on screen until one hour and 21 minutes into the two-hour movie. And who can
forget that musical motif composed by John Williams, those simple, relentless, two-
notes alternating between E and F that mimics a heartbeat of dread and serves as an
auditory stand-in for the shark's impending attack. The theme begins slowly and quietly,
representing the shark lurking out of sight. As the predator closes in, the music
accelerates in tempo, and the volume builds. Yikes!

The iconic decision to hide the shark for the majority of the film wasn't initially an artistic
choice. The three 25-foot, 1.2-ton mechanical sharks frequently malfunctioned in the
saltwater, forcing the crew to creatively rely on point-of-view shots and floating yellow
barrels.

The same summer Jaws came out, the United States recorded a visible decrease in the
number of people enjoying themselves on American beaches. For me, the most
interesting fact is that the movie’s most famously unforgettable line, "You're gonna need
a bigger boat,” was completely improvised on the day of shooting.

Relax, enjoy the beach and water, after all - sharks are only fish. Happy Summer!

urce: 'Jaws' Trivia: 20 Facts You Might Not Know About the Movi
K Jaws (soundtrack) - Wikipedia /
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Hello, June!
As the days grow longer and the sunshine lingers a little later each evening, June invites us to slow
down, step outside, and welcome the official start of summer. This month brings the Summer Solstice
— the longest day of the year and a celebration of light, warmth, and new beginnings.

What Is the Summer Solstice? - The Summer Solstice occurs when Earth’s North Pole tilts closest to
the Sun, giving us the most daylight of the entire year. In 2026, the solstice falls on June 21 and
marks the astronomical beginning of summer in the Northern Hemisphere.

The word solstice comes from the Latin words sol ("sun”) and sistere (“to stand still”), because the
Sun appears to pause in the sky before reversing its seasonal path.

A Look Back Through History- For thousands of years, people around the world have celebrated the
Summer Solstice as a time of abundance, renewal, and connection to nature.

Ancient civilizations carefully tracked the movement of the Sun and built monuments aligned with the
solstice sunrise. One of the most famous is Stonehenge, where crowds still gather each year to watch
the dawn break over the ancient stones.

Traditional midsummer celebrations were especially important in Northern Europe, where long winters
.-made the arrival of summer something truly worth celebrating. Festivals often included bonfires,
@ dancing, flower crowns, music, and feasts to honor the season’s light and fertility.

= 4 Today, many people continue solstice traditions by spending time outdoors, hosting gatherings,
practicing mindfulness, or simply enjoying the extra daylight with family and friends.

Seasonal Ideas for June - Here are a few simple ways to celebrate the start of summer this month:

Host a backyard picnic or barbecue
#® Visit a local farmers market

P .. «= Plant herbs or summer flowers
_ ‘. Y Gather around a bonfire or fire pit with friends
1 -5 ﬂ Create the perfect summer playlist
: -‘ , &4 Plan a weekend day trip or outdoor adventure
B ~Spend a few quiet moments appreciating the longer daylight

"Live in the sunshine. Swim in the sea. Drink in the wild air.”
— Ralph Waldo Emerson

e
«  The Summer Solstice reminds us to embrace the warmth, energy, and possibility that summer brings. * 3
» Whether you're traveling, gardening, relaxing outdoors, or making memories with loved ones, we hope e
L < your June is filled with sunshine and joy.

S A?
Happy Summer!

+ SOURCE: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Summer solstice



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Summer_solstice

‘ ® ¢ 60 0°

cdok’ : AN ITALIAN-STYLE
L FATHER'S DAY

A Backyard Dinner Built Around Family

In the United States, Father’s Day often arrives with familiar rituals: golf outings, neckties, restaurant
reservations, and gift cards tucked into greeting cards. But there’s another way to celebrate — one inspired by
the rhythms of summer evenings in Italy, where the real centerpiece is rarely the gift itself. It's the table.

“‘0‘. ®

Italian Father’s Day is traditionally celebrated on March 19, the feast day of Saint Joseph. The holiday has
deep roots in family, food, gratitude, and gathering together. While Americans celebrate in June, borrowing
some of that Italian spirit creates the perfect excuse for a relaxed backyard evening centered on connection
instead of presentation.

And honestly, summer may be the ideal season for it. Picture a long table under string lights. Bowls of olives
and warm bread passed hand to hand. Children darting through the yard while adults linger over wine and
stories long after dinner should technically be over. No elaborate production. No rushed schedule. Just a
celebration built around being together.

The Atmosphere Matters More Than Perfection. An Italian-style Father’s Day doesn’t require a sprawling
vineyard or a chef-level menu. In fact, the charm comes from simplicity. A white tablecloth. Rosemary or basil
in mason jars. Candles in old wine bottles. A playlist drifting quietly through the background featuring artists
like Dean Martin or Andrea Bocelli. Family photos scattered around the table, especially older photos of fathers
and grandfathers, add warmth and history to the evening. The goal isn’t to impress people. It's to make them
want to stay.

Build the Evening Around Shared Food. The Italian approach to entertaining is wonderfully unhurried.
Meals unfold in stages, giving people time to talk, laugh, refill glasses, and return for another piece of bread
they definitely claimed they didn’t have room for.

Start with an aperitivo hour: olives, marinated vegetables, prosciutto and melon, focaccia, sparkling drinks or
spritzes.

Then move into a family-style dinner: grilled Italian sausages with peppers and onions, rosemary chicken,
steak sliced for sharing, pasta salad with mozzarella and basil, grilled vegetables, big bowls of salad dressed
simply with olive oil and lemon. Nothing plated individually. Everything passed around the table. That’s part of
the point.

A Sweet Nod to Italian Father’s Day Tradition. For dessert, consider serving Zeppole di San Giuseppe —
the cream-filled pastries traditionally made for Italian Father’s Day celebrations in March. Even in June, they
make a meaningful connection to the holiday’s Italian roots. Cannoli, tiramisu, or an affogato bar also fit
beautifully into the evening. And naturally, espresso should appear at some point before the night is over.

The Most Important Ingredient: Stories! What transforms the evening from a dinner party into a Father’s
Day celebration is a simple moment of reflection. Before dessert, pause for a toast and invite everyone to
share one brief thought: "“One thing Dad taught me...” "My favorite memory with him is...” "Something I
appreciate more now that I'm older...”

The responses are often funny. Sometimes unexpectedlyﬂ;-
emotional. Always memorable. Because while food may bring &5 &
everyone to the table, stories are what keep family traditions

alive. ’ "Iﬁ' * :

In the end, an Italian-style Father’s Day isn’t really about ’ \l ‘h'-
recreating Italy. It's about embracing a slower, warmer way ‘

of gathering — one where the evening stretches comfortably

into the night, conversation matters more than schedules,

and appreciation is expressed not only through gifts, but

through presence itself.

Or, as they might say before raising a glass: “Alla famiglia.” To
family.
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THE STORY BEHIND ITALY’S TRICOLORE ( 2 GIUGNO )

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flag of Italy

On June 2, Italians celebrate Festa della Repubblica, one of the country’s most important national
holidays. Similar to Independence Day in the United States, it marks the birth of modern Italy as a
republic.

The holiday commemorates a historic referendum held on June 2, 1946, just after World War Il. For
the first time in Italian history, both men and women were allowed to vote in a national election.
Italians were asked a simple but powerful question: should Italy remain a monarchy or become a
republic?

More than 12 million Italians voted for a republic, ending the reign of the royal House of Savoy and
beginning a new democratic era for the country.

Today, Festa della Repubblica is celebrated throughout Italy with ceremonies, concerts, and patriotic
displays. The largest celebration takes place in Rome, where a grand military parade marches
through the city near the Colosseum. One of the highlights is the flyover by the Italian Air Force's
aerobatic team, whose planes leave trails of green, white, and red smoke across the sky — the colors
of the Italian flag.

One of the most recognizable symbols of Festa della Repubblica is the Italian flag, known as il
Tricolore. Its three vertical stripes — green, white, and red — have represented Italy since the late
1700s and became the official national flag when Italy became a republic in 1946. While there is no
single official meaning for the colors, Italians often associate them with important features of their
country:

* Green represents the rolling hills and countryside of Italy

* White symbolizes the snow-covered Alps

* Red recalls the blood shed in the wars for Italian independence and unification

Others interpret the colors more symbolically:

* Green for hope

* White for faith

* Red for charity or love

During Festa della Repubblica celebrations, the colors of the Tricolore appear everywhere, hanging
from balconies, decorating city streets, and soaring across the sky in the green, white, and red trails
left by the Italian Air Force.

Many Italians spend the holiday with family and friends, enjoying the beginning of summer with
picnics, festivals, and outdoor gatherings. It is both a day of remembrance and a celebration of

Italian unity, democracy, and national pride.
?\ \4\ e Italy’s official constitution came

A A Y
Did You Know? 54\ into effect on January 1, 1948.
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Corpus Domini and Italy’s Flower Carpet Traditions
—— ,‘

During June, many towns across Italy celebrate Corpus Domini, a Catholic feast honoring the
presence of Christ in the Eucharist. The holiday is marked by religious processions, church bells,
music, and one of Italy’s most stunning traditions: the Infiorata, or flower carpet festival. The word
Infiorata comes from the Italian word fiore, meaning “flower.”

For the Infiorata, entire streets are transformed into
elaborate works of art made completely from flower petals,
leaves, seeds, and natural materials. Volunteers spend all
night carefully arranging colorful designs that often depict
religious scenes, geometric patterns, or famous works of
art.

Some of the most famous Infiorata celebrations take place
in the towns of Spello in Umbria and Genzano near Rome. In
Spello, artists and families begin working late in the evening,
and by sunrise the narrow stone streets are covered in
breathtaking floral mosaics stretching for blocks.

Artists creating the beautiful flower carpets for Corpus Domini use thousands, and sometimes
millions, of flower petals gathered from fields and gardens across Italy. Common flowers include
carnations (garofani), roses (rose), daisies (margherite), geraniums (gerani), wild broom flowers
(ginestra), lavender (lavanda), poppies (papaveri), and sunflowers (girasoli). To create different
colors and textures, artists may also use leaves, seeds, coffee grounds, wood shavings, herbs and
grasses.

In many towns, families and volunteers begin separating petals by color days before the festival
begins. Children often help prepare baskets of petals while artists sketch detailed designs on the
streets before filling them in overnight. By morning, the streets have become temporary floral
masterpieces filled with color and fragrance.

The tradition dates back centuries and combines faith, artistry, and community spirit. Although the
designs are temporary and may last only a single day, thousands of visitors travel to see them each
year.

Corpus Domini celebrations are a beautiful example of how Italian traditions blend religion, art, and

local pride into unforgettable community events.
https://www.gonomad.com/77318- lo-italy- v.
iorata-covers-streets-flower
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Donna,
Welcome home!

I was reading through the May Newsletter for the second time. As always, I find
something that I missed. Our book club is reading Eternal. In it, one of the main
characters aspires to be a writer and she has an Adriano Olivetti typewriter! Thanks
to you, I knew the history!

The “"May in Italy” article was wonderful. Reading about passeggiata and
remembering the walks I have taken with my family through the streets of Palermo
makes me want to get out and walk!

Waiting for all the summer fruits and vegetables makes my mouth water. I'm
sharing a great summer recipe which is an alternate way of using fennel. In Sicily,
we have been eating this type of salad forever! Give it a try!

~Maria Passalacqua

SICILIAN FENNEL AND OLIVE SALAD WITH OR WITHOUT ANCHOVIES

Ingredients:

1 Medium Fennel bulb.

1 Tablespoon extra virgin olive oil, plus extra for drizzling.
2 teaspoons red wine vinegar.

1/2 teaspoon dried oregano.

1/4 teaspoon honey.

1/3 cup black olives or cracked Sicilian green olives.

1 oz. Anchovies packed in oil. (Optional)

1 handful of fresh mint leaves, torn.

Salt to taste.

Directions:

1. Slice off the hard base of the Fennel, slice the rest of the bulb into thin slices.

2. Inyour serving bowl, whisk together the olive oil, vinegar, dried oregano, honey, salt.

3. Add the Fennel and toss.

4. Slice the oranges and make sure to catch the juice, then add the olives, anchovies (if using) and the torn mint.
5. Toss everything together, and let stand for 15 minutes to allow the flavors to meld.

6. Taste and add salt or more vinegar if needed.
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. ~ ) These first three words from the bible help us understand

creation. Everything has a beginning and for the Sons of

- Italy it happened when a pharmacist, attorney, sculptor,

~~~ two barbers and a doctor came together. Each were from

different regions of Italy but that didn’t matter because,

“we are first and foremost Italians.” “The majority of us have come to these shores as the poorest of

all Italians, and the least educated of most of Europe...we are also the most courageous for having
made the decision to come here...not to find a new life, but to earn a better one.”

In the beginning we gathered to, “become a very important part of American history.” And this was
to be accomplished through education. “We must...insist that our children receive the best and
highest education possible.” “One of our most important objectives should be to reclaim the rest of
our family left behind and...to keep in mind that our presence in this great country, who has received
so many of us, we must enhance its greatness at all times.

The first Sons of Italy Lodge founded June 22, 1905, was Lodge #1, was named after Mario
Rapisardi an Italian poet and supporter of Risorgimento (Italy’s unification). Rapisardi was a
professor of literature at the University of Catania where he wrote philosophical and historical
narrative poems which reconciled science and religion. He felt his duty was to express things as they
are and represent reality as he sees and feels it, with complete sincerity, with heat and with the color
of his soul. “Love truth more than glory, more than peace, more than life. Make it your sword and
your shield." Mario Rapisardi died seven years after the Sons of Italy in America Lodge was
founded bearing his name. His funeral attracted over 150,000 people.

Today our missions include encouraging the study of Italian language and culture in American
schools and universities; preserving Italian American traditions, culture, history, and heritage; and
promoting closer cultural relations between the United States and Italy.

I guess we could say the Sons and Daughters of Italy in America has come full circle where we now
have a Chapter in Palermo, Lodge 3009, which is named after the founder of the Sons of Italy,
Vincenzo Sellaro. Dr. Sellaro’s vision for Italians to become a very important part of American
history has been exceeded. We continue his call to promote education where OSDIA members have
given tens of millions of dollars to educational programs, disaster relief, cultural advancement, and
medical research. Dr. Sellaro knew the importance of family and wanted everyone to be together.
The OSDIA is one big Italian family who gather and celebrate everything it means to be Italian.
Lastly, he wanted us to enhance the greatness of America and as members of the Sons and Daughters
of Italy in America, we exemplify the very best of what it is to be Italian American. Thank you, Dr.
Sellaro, for sharing your vision and compassion, and allowing us to continue your worthy mission.




At the heart of this historic organization was one remarkable immigrant physician: Vincenzo Sellaro.

Born on April 24, 1868, in the Sicilian town of Polizzi Generosa, Sellaro earned his medical degree from the University of Naples Federico II in
1895. Like millions of Italians seeking opportunity at the turn of the twentieth century, he immigrated to the United States in 1897 and settled in
New York City.

What he found in America was both hopeful and heartbreaking.

Italian immigrants often faced poverty, discrimination, unsafe working conditions, and language barriers. Many could not communicate with
doctors, government officials, or employers. As a physician treating immigrant families in New York’s Little Italy, Dr. Sellaro witnessed these
struggles firsthand. In hospitals, misunderstandings between Italian-speaking patients and English-speaking medical staff sometimes
became life-threatening.

Rather than simply observing the problem, Sellaro took action.

He organized bilingual Italian-speaking physicians and helped establish the Columbus Italian Hospital in New York, where immigrants could
receive care in their own language. This was groundbreaking at a time when many immigrants felt isolated and unwelcome in American
institutions.

But Sellaro believed Italian immigrants needed more than medical care—they needed unity, dignity, and a support system.

So on June 22, 1905, at his office and residence on Grand Street in New York’s Little Italy, Dr. Sellaro and five fellow immigrants founded what
was originally called L'Ordine Figli d’Italia in America (“The Order Sons of Italy in America”). A week later, Sellaro was elected the organization’s
first national president.

The organization’s mission was ambitious and deeply compassionate. It helped Italian immigrants learn English, become American citizens,
obtain health and death benefits, find educational opportunities, and successfully adapt to life in the United States while preserving pride in
their Italian heritage.

Within only a few years, lodges had spread throughout New York and neighboring states. By 1911, the organization even stationed
representatives at Ellis Island to assist newly arriving Italian immigrants.

One especially interesting aspect of Sellaro’s legacy was his belief that Italian Americans could be proudly Italian and proudly American at the
same time. He encouraged assimilation into American society while also preserving Italian language, traditions, family values, and culture.

That balance remains one of the defining characteristics of OSDIA today.

Dr. Sellaro’s humanitarian efforts earned widespread respect. In 1928, New York Governor Alfred E. Smith presented him with the Key to the
City of New York in recognition of his medical and social contributions to immigrant communities.

Sellaro passed away in 1932 at age 64, but his influence continues more than a century later. The organization he founded has grown into a
nationwide network dedicated to scholarships, charitable work, anti-defamation efforts, Italian cultural preservation, and community service.

Today, when Italian Americans gather for festivals, scholarship dinners, parades, cultural events, and lodge meetings, they continue the work
begun by a Sicilian immigrant doctor who believed that helping one another was the path to success.

Dr. Vincenzo Sellaro did more than found an organization—he helped build a community and a lasting Italian-American identity.



https://nysosdia.org/about-us/
https://osiaca.org/about-us/
https://osiamd.org/history/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vincenzo_Sellaro
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CELEBRATING AMERICA’S

S 250th ™

Anniversary

————2 & & & & &
Our July General meeting will be a

celebration of our country, “Italian style”
And don’t forget...

150 mendersy /é’uﬁfz i @%NWW/%/

*** America Lodge Members Only ***

WEDNESDAY, JULY 15TH
7:30 PM
Franklin Square VFW
68 Lincoln Road, Franklin Square
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America Lodge #2245
Annual

PLATTDUETSCHE PARK

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 19, 2026
1PM-5PM

¢ $50.00 PER o FULLBUFFET LUNCH WITH SOFT
§ERs0N. DRINKS.

* R D%EN 12 CAS
AND UNDER. ERCASHERR

CONTACT MARIA PASSALACQUA

33RO 2 2 2 26 % 2 % X%

America Lodge #2245

presents our annua!

2026 FISHI

S 7‘. f»“,
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7I 25 I 202 bard the potuin Eddie B llI

Once again, America Lodge will set sail on the beautiful Captain Eddie B Ill. We leave the
dock at 7:00 AM SHARP for a memorable 5-hour charter. This spectacular and fun filled
voyage will return at 12:00 PM and is open to all lodge members, family, and friends.

All fishing gear, tackle and bait are included. No need to bait the hook or touch the fish,
as the expert and friendly deck hands will take care of all of that for you!

Adelicious bagel breakfast and hero lunch are included. All you need to bring are your
drinks and your camera...you know, to photograph the big one that got away.

$75.00 per person
$35.00 children 12 and under
£S5l

5 )
S
Ja\s

W 2R

Contact
Michael Avallone
(917) 299-7251

Gndiny, Ccleber 187, 2020
12-5:00pm
Lrenaed s Pligze, O lotthene Blod, Great Oleck
Clntact Kttren O Vlellish
Gt Doaner Dosce Qtptsan
o C5A4);£52‘zu;z; e
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SHOW US YOUR GARDENS!

As we do every year, we want to see what
you're growing!
Send us photos of your figs, tomatoes,
zucchini or whatever you have growing thi
year!

Email your photos to
mdjohnson1020@gmail.com or text me
(Donna) @ (518) 681-7915!

And if you're not growing veggies, but have a
beautiful flower garden that you are growing,
send us your flower photos too! We want to
see it all!

Your photos will be added to an upcomlng

America Lodge Bocce is Back!

e Officially starting after Mother’s Day ¢
Thursday’s 5:00 pm at Rath Park, Franklin Square

NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY!
COME JOIN IN THE FUN!

Contact Marie Geneva Frank (516) 852-1276 or
Cindy Lampasi (516) 690-1085
for more information!

. IL DOLCE LIBRO/ BOCCE

111 CROSSOVER EVENT 44 1,

Save the date!
Il Dolce Libro
Book Club members!!!!

Our next book club meeting is a
bocce crossover!!!

Wednesday June 3 (rain date June )
Rath Park picnic area at 6 pm to play some
cornhole, bocce and discuss our 2 next books
which is a two-fer!

We are doing a “trash to treasure” read!
Our “trashy” book is THE COUPLE AT TABLE 6
by Deirdre Whalen and our “treasure” book is

ETERNAL by Lisa Scottoline.

This event is $5 p/p and we will have an
Italian/American hero and drinks.
CONTACT MARY SPERRAZZA
(516) 993-8453
TO JOIN THE BOOK CLUB AND ENJOY
THIS EVENT!

-

LISA™ S
SCOTTOLINE §

...................

N\

No experience?
No problem!

Join us for a relaxed, fun afternoon
of Mah Jongg!

We’ll teach you everything you
need to know—just come ready to
play and have a good time!

Tuesday’s at the Franklin Square
Library from 3:30-6:00 pm.
Contact Lisa Teitz (516) 965-8465
for information and dates!




e Caraccielo GFamily
t Commuty Fir Otier 45 oons

42 New Hyde Park Road
Franklin Square, New York 11010

(516) 775-9491

e Specializing in Medicaid approved burial e Cremations and Direct Burials Available
funds e Assistance With All Claim Forms

e Pre-Arrangement Counseling e Our Services are Available in All

e 24 hour Personal Service Communities

Pre-Arrangements and Pre-Financing Available

Bruno M. Caracciolo ~ Vincent B. Caracciolo ~ Michelle R. Bivona ~
Shanique Battle ~ Bruno V. Caracciolo (1941-2015)

www.franklinfuneralhome.net




COLDWELL BANKER
AMERICAN HOMES

William Sanfilippo CBR

Licensed Real Estate Salesperson

C.516.606.3237
0.516.798.4100

John

rnd Ttatian Delé

DRY SAUSAGE * SOPRESSATA * RAVIOLI

MOZZARELLA * SAUSAGE HEROS * SANDWICHES

1016A Park Blvd.
Massapequa Park, NY 11762
wsanfilippo@cbamhomes.com
williamsanfilippo.com

QO

Steve

.]T&F PORK STORE i —

ARTISTICS PRINTING 2
Crearora (OF Hive S/ inting

95 Cantiague Rock Road
Westbury, New York 11590
516-561-2121 Fax: 516-561-2127

T&P
Paper
“Service S Ot Strengtse

Tommy Mandracchia

95 Cantiague Rock Road
Westbury, New York 11590
516-938-8006 Fax: 516-938-7087

tandppaper@gmail.com
www.tandppaper.com

o

516-354-7620

928 Hempstead Tpke

Garden World & Keil Brothers together...
Nothing can be better!

FLUSHING
46-20 FRANCIS LEWIS BLVD.
FLUSHING, NY 11358
(718) 224-6789 (516) 437-2030
FAX: (718) 225-2126 FAX: (516) 437-0465

vSARRICA

500 FRANKLIN AVE.

Insurance Needs
1078 Oaks Drive

Santino F. Sarrica, CIC

fy -~ o 62

1o

All Products Made Fresh On The Premises
"We Deliver "

CATERING AVAILABLE

Franklin Square, NY 11010

FRANKLIN SQUARE

FRANKLIN SQUARE, NY 11010

Your One Stop Shop For

Franklin Square, NY 11010

Call Us: (516) 277-0812
Text Us: (516) 874-3691

0

Louis H. Petillo, EA

Tax Accountant
IRS Enrolled Agent

PETILLO z PETILLO P (516) 538-7870
F (516) 538-7424

I I e

ACCOUNTING SERVICES INC. www.petillotax.com
250 Nassau Blvd. So. Garden City, New York 11530

CATERING FOR (5]6) 358-7400
ALL OCCASIONS
Bagel Doctor West

Muffins * Rolls * Turnovers * Croissants

380 FRANKLIN AVENUE

RAFI KAHLOON FRANKLIN SQUARE, N.Y. 11010

SEW FINE

EMBROIDERY & SCREEN PRINTING
1097 TULIP AVE, FRANKLIN SQUARE

516-352-5836

www.sewfineembroidery.com
jomicole@aol.com

=
Frank Caliendo ‘gea&& MichaelCaliendo

7 //‘ P p 2,
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11 Franklin Avenue
Franklin Square, NY 11010

m ﬁdafy Delle
ot

(516) 354-5770

Frantlin ¢ Phoche
BRUNCHERY

-~
Py

Rich Lodico Frank Devito
Mike Lodico ' Peter Davies
" DI, ¢
|

ONE STOP DELI CATERER Since 1986

PARTY PLANNING AVAILABLE

TG LN Vet ITALIAN MARKET
iy 5 0 b-30& 5 e
o Eastern Meat Farm
s 8% Fra quare 010 PR EasternMeatFarm.com

% et S % (““\ 721 Franklin Avenue * Franklin Square, NY 11010
o KirJ peaterers.com | SRS 516-872-3450 * 516-872-1706-Fax

1097 HEMPSTEAD TURNPIKE krauss1097 @yahoo.com
FRANKLIN SQUARE, N.Y. 11010 kraussfuneralhome.com

516- 352-2080

Stephen P. Graziano
Owner, Manager

Vincent Graziano Lt it s 4

Funeral Director
FUNERAL HOME



mailto:krauss1097@yahoo.com
http://kraussfuneralhome.com

SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR OVER 26 YEARS
KAREN FALKOWSKI
PRESIDENT/CEO

163 NEW HYDE PARK ROAD
'fo,l @KANDWLIQUORS FRANKLIN SQUARE, NY 11010 0 KANDWLIQUOR

PHONE: (516) 326-7721
CELL: (516) 807-3405
EMAIL: KARENKWINCE@GMAIL.COM

1 Nassau Blvd,
Garden City South,
NY 11530 N

RUSTICABRICKOVEN COM

o(@rusti ri n.com

RESTAURANT \
et o e A AR

(516) 775-5000 Fax (516) 775-5555
midvalleycollision@att.net

LINDA SUCARI

AUTO TRENDS INC.
117S HEMPSTEAD TPKE FRANKLIN SQUARE, N.Y. 11010

abeth Martine Joseph Jaghab
Bre Ba g Business Banking Relationship
Dffice Manager

1010 Hempstead Turnpike SA\"NGS BANK 1981 Marcus Avenue Suite 110
Franklin Square, NY 11010 Lake Success, NY 11042
(516) 775-1010 "“Ii.f)'llz.““ (718) 240-3006
Fax (516)775-0407 Fax (718) 906-0739
martinez@ridgew ank.com jjaghab@ridgewoodbank.com
www.ridgewoodbank.com n @ @ www.ridgewoodbank.com




Specializing in ¢
st hinss  ORO PURO I )
ding Bands <l Designers & Importers Of "
Diamonds Fine Italian Jewelry * \
P 14K & 18K Gold, Diamonds, Platinum S
‘ Special Orders, Repairs -

Open

Mon -Thurs Teddy, Christina
10:30am -5:00pm

o0 em E5%  516.328.7376 ' 516.328.1206

W' 8:30pm - 12:00am = y/ Fax: 516.328.7329
10:31?0;;.";&_ §a50 - 1033 Hempstead Tpke., Franklin Square, NY 11010

GEORGE
Rellly ’S 140 Cherry Valley Avenue

West Hempstead, NY 11552

AUTO BODY
e Phone: 516-538-8585

Fa.x: 516-280-5125
FREE ESTIMATES - WALK INS WELCOME e-Mail: Reillysautobodyinc@gmail.com

WORK WITH ALL INSURANCES

C C

Filomena’s

[ J
Italian Restaurant & Caterers
1039 Hempstead Turnpike Franklin Square, NY 11010
www.myfilomenas.com
A Family Tradition Since 1972
(516) 437-4919

2 3
»>

4 the TN
mg; flower shoppe =~
.@‘\

14 NEW HYDE PARK ROAD
( ACROSS FROM ST. CATHERINE CHURCH )
FRANKLIN SQUARE, N.Y. 11010
(516) 354-6165 - (516) 354-4291

Nii® __/ i _ www.theflowershoppeny.com



http://www.myfilomenas.com
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ARDITO & ARDITO

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
Your Plan - Your Way™

WILLS « TRUSTS « ESTATES
PERSONAL INJURY « REAL ESTATE

JOHN A. ARDITO, ESQ.
JOSEPH ARDITO, ESQ.

659 Franklin Avenue, Franklin Square, NY 11010
1044 Franklin Avenue, Suite 208, Garden City, NY 11530
516.825.0500

www.ArditoLaw.com

Christopher Cianciulli

Franchise Owner /

721 Franklin Avenue
Franklin Square, NY 11010 oY

(516) 792- 6246 Sl

HERSHEYS We now carry a full line of Hershey’s Ice Cream
lee Cream products!

redmangofs@gmail.com
redmangousa.com
redmangofranchising.com
@ facebook.com/redmango
@) @redmangofs



http://www.ArditoLaw.com

TEL: (516) 437-2100 FAX (516) 437-2101
CELL: (516) 633-8543 ELMONTFHEGMAIL.COM

ELMONT FUNERAL HOME INC.
Joseph E. Camolli
James M. Soviero
Shakira Munir
1529 Hempstead Turnpike
Elmont, NY 11003

https://www.elmontfuneralhomeltd.com/

¢ TNT LIQUIDATORS

; 5 DYNAMITE DISCOUNTERS

FOOD * CLOTHING + GIFTWARE
PAPER GOODS + WHOLESALE + RETAIL

[n] 44 [u] LARRY TALT

516-216-5998 X 347-813-4785
984 HEMPSTEAD TPKE. e &y 73-60 GRAND AVE
FRANKLIN SQUARE, NY 11010 Ofe%. £ MASPETH, NY 11378




i Senior Living And 7
| NEW Adult Day Program

PHS offers engaging activities, social events,
and meaningful friendships to seniors!

\ =
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Franklin Square
Dental Care riic

Narcisa Magardician, D.D.S.
et

B o e et

& Dr. Magardician has been a proud member of
the community for over 38 years and prides
herself on patient care!

(516) 3288200

located in the VFW parking lot on Lincoln Road.

828 Hempstead Tpke. info@fsdentalcare.com
Franklin Square, NY 11010 www.fsdentalcare.com




EST 1995

ANTERPS

747 Hempstead Turnpike
Franklin Square, NY 11010

603 Hempstead Turnpike, West Hempstead, NY 732-917-3331

O Wild Fork Your Neighborhood ~—"

MEAT & SEAFOOD MARKET Meat & Seafood Market

BLAST FROZEN FOR FRESHNESS

We blast freeze all of our products to keep your protein fresh until you’re ready to cook it. Blast freezing
seals in vitamins & minerals and reduces crystallization, keeping your meat fresher and more flavorful

for longer, guaranteed.

(2) USDA CHOICE BEEF BLACK ANGUS BEEF THICK
RIBEYE STEAK 2 PACK NY STRIP STEAK 2 PACK

BROCOLLI AND CHEESE S SN |  BABY HASSELBACK BAKED
GRATIN S T POTATOES MAC & CHEESE

cut CHOCOLATE LAVA
ASPARAGUS CAKE

YOUR #1 CHOICE FOR MEAT AND SEAFOOD




THANK YOU TO OUR

NEWSLETTER
ADVERTISERS

Your generosity makes this newsletter possible!

AMERICA LODGE #2245

ORDER SONS AND DAUGHTERS OF ITALY IN AMERICA®

www.americalodge2245.com

n% FRANKLIN SQUARE
%{ -— PHARMACYv&SURGICAL -

Together let’s make every patient’s life
healthier and happier
We Accept Most lniua ances & OTC eards

ervlng e negnoornoo with care



http://www.americalodge2245.com

- INJURED?

CALL US
(516) 696-3200

We are committed to helping our clients

JOHN GIUFFRE

is a trial lawyer with over 35 years of experience

* Car Accidents

 Motorcycle and Truck Accidents
« Slip, Trip and Falls

 Medical Malpractice/Bedsores

* Dog Bites

( \]1 GIUFFRE LAW OFFICES, PC.

52 COVERT AVENUE | STEWART MANOR, NY 11530

WWW.GIUFFRELAW.COM

“DON'T DELAY, CALL JOHN GIUFFRE.



