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Marie Pacacha Vooris ‘93 
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A M E R I C A  L O D G E  # 2 2 4 5

America Lodge’s mission is to celebrate our Italian culture and heritage by honoring our ancestors’ 
visions of promoting, educating, supporting our members, and giving back to our communities. 
Joining together we create excitement, strengthen our bonds and advance the image of Italians 

everywhere.
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October is Italian-American Heritage and Culture month. It was first 
celebrated in 1989 when Congress designated October to honor and 
educate everyone to the contributions and achievements of Italian 
immigrants and their descendants.  Over 5.4 million Italians immigrated to 
the U.S. between 1820 and 1992 and today there are over 26 million 
Americans of Italian descent in the United States. Best of all, you only 
have to say “America” to celebrate how much Italy has given these United 
States. After all, America was named after an Italian explorer and 
geographer, Amerigo Vespucci. America,  a beautiful Italian name…
What a busy month September has been. It started out with an America 
Lodge membership tent at the three-day St. Catherine of Sienna Family 

Festival. We had a great turnout of members promoting our lodge to prospective new members. And best of 
all, we will welcome some new members because of their efforts to tell the America Lodge story. At our 
September meeting there were over 100 members in attendance and we installed 13 new members! We are 
well on our way to our goal of growing America Lodge to 250 members by the end of the year. As of last 
count we are over 240! 
September ended with our annual picnic at the Plattduetsche Park Bier Garten. Maria and Lisa put on an 
incredible event and the weather could not have cooperated any better. It was a beautiful day to socialize, eat, 
relax, eat, win prizes and gift baskets, eat, drink and enjoy everything it means to be part of our great OSDIA 
and America Lodge family. Our feather flag was proudly on display to announce our presence, as tables were 
adorned with colors of the Italian flag. There were over 150 people in attendance and raffles were dedicated to 
both our scholarship and general funds. See Maria’s Picnic by the Numbers on page 15 for details! Many 
thanks to our sponsors, brothers and sisters from other lodges, our members and the visiting dignitaries. This 
issue of your award-winning newsletter has photos of the picnic and even more on our website! 
Can you believe our 55th Annual Dinner Dance Gala is almost here? The event will be held on October 18th at 
Leonard’s Palazzo. This year’s honorees are America Lodge members Marie Geneva Frank, Cindy Lampasi, 
and Lisa Teitz and America Lodge past and now current District Deputy Anthony Vasaturo. It is our privilege 
to recognize and thank them for everything they have done for the Order and America Lodge. Please contact 
Karen Mollish 516-852-2823 to get your tickets and reserve your seats. We need to send in a final count 
and want to make sure you are included. Get your tickets today!! We are also creating a beautiful keepsake 
souvenir journal where you can congratulate our honorees. Journal Chairperson Debra Goldmann 
516-729-7712 is ready and waiting to place your advertisement.  
We call this event our Gala, but it is so much more than that. Technically a Gala is a grand, formal public 
celebration, party, or special event that includes dinner, entertainment, dancing, or charitable fundraising. Yes, 
it is all that but our Gala is also a nod to our magnificent history, our achievements, past and present, our story, 
and as Dr. Sellaro said, “for our descendants and members who are Italian born …who came to America in the 
hope, not to find a new life, but to earn a better one…” 
As we go into October, Italian-American Heritage and Culture month, let’s celebrate everything we share…
even if (sic) you …carry a single drop of Italian blood (sic) you will be able, and proud, to continue to carry on 
our traditions, our culture and our language. Wishing you a very happy Italian-American Heritage and Culture 
month. 
I look forward to seeing you at our next event, if not before.
Fraternally, 
Joe

http://www.americalodge2245.com
https://www.americalodge2245.com/event-photos


The Lion’s Roar Newsletter 
2023 Best Newsletter Award, 2024 Most Informative Newsletter Award 

2025 Best Newsletter Award,  2026 Best Editor Award

There is something about October that makes us want to slow 
down, enjoy the beautiful colors of autumn, and appreciate the 
traditions and people that make life so special.  

In this issue, we are celebrating Italian Heritage and fall with 
a combination of both! Have you heard the story of The 
Witches of Benevento? See how this story connects a walnut 
tree to literature. 

Do you know why we celebrate Columbus Day? For many 
Italian Americans, the day represents more than Christopher 
Columbus. It also reminds us of the discrimination faced by 
Italian immigrants, including the tragic 1891 lynching of 11 

Italian immigrants in New Orleans. Remembering this history helps us understand why 
preserving our Italian-American heritage remains so important.  

Pastina…Oh, pastina! It’s The Little Bowl That Feels Like a Hug. Some foods are more than 
food—they are memories. A little bowl of pastina can take us right back to childhood and to the 
people who cared for us. I think many of us will recognize that feeling! 

It's That Time Again. Membership Renewal! October also means it’s time for our annual 
membership renewal dues (see pg. 13). Please take a moment to renew on time as it helps us 
avoid unnecessary mailing costs and keeps our membership information current. Your dues help 
make our activities, celebrations, charitable projects, and time together possible. Every member 
matters, so renew your membership, stay connected, and help keep our lodge strong! 

So Much to Celebrate! Our Annual Anniversary Dinner Dance is just ahead, and we are 
honored to celebrate Marie Geneva Frank, Cindy Lampasi, and Lisa Teitz for their many 
contributions to our lodge. These women have helped bring activities such as our Bocce Club, 
and Mah Jongg Club to life, creating more opportunities for friendship and participation. We are 
also pleased to honor Anthony Vasaturo as our Past District Deputy. Please join us in 
celebrating our honorees for their dedication and service. 

Before we know it, we'll be trading autumn colors for Christmas lights! Our Annual Christmas 
Party is December 6th. And don't forget our Ronald McDonald House collection. Please 
bring your donations to our October 21st meeting. Thank you to everyone who helps our 
lodge continue its tradition of giving back.(see both flyers on pg. 19)  

As we celebrate Italian-American Heritage Month, let’s remember that our heritage isn't 
only found in old stories, recipes, traditions, or photographs. It lives in us—in the food we 
share, the stories we tell, the traditions we pass down, the friendships we make, and the way 
we come together to help others. 

Enjoy this beautiful October, enjoy this issue, and most of all, enjoy being part of our Italian-
American family!  

Ciao! 

Donna



Membership Corner

At our September 16th General Meeting we installed 13 new members! Congratulations and 
welcome to:  

Ann Bauer, Lynda Capoziello, Lillian Chajkewicz, Denise DeSanti,  
Frank De Domenico, Delia Egan, Phyllis Marchetti, Irene Razza, Denise Rigopoulos, 

Joseph Sansone, Diane Smith, Jean Treglia, Anthony Wieser. 

Thank you to all who have sponsored a new member or who have invited friends, family, co-
workers or neighbors to a meeting or one of our many events. YOU are such wonderful 
stewards of America Lodge. One visit with us and it’s easy to see that we live our motto 
“AMERICA LODGE..WHERE FRIENDS BECOME FAMILY.”  💚 🤍 ❤  

Let’s keep the momentum going by spreading the word about America Lodge! Talk to your 
family, friends, neighbors, and co-workers about joining our famiglia—new members are the 
heartbeat of a vibrant and thriving Lodge. If you know someone who may be interested, visit 
our website www.americalodge2245.com/Membership for a membership application 
and consider bringing them with you to our October 21st  meeting! 

UP COM ING  E V EN T S 


• October 1, Italian Heritage Movie “Under the Tuscan Sun” at the Bellmore Show Place. See flyer pg 19.

• October 4, America Lodge Annual Memorial Mass, St. Catherine of Sienna, 9:45 am.

• October 6, America Lodge Council Meeting, 7:00 pm, Franklin Square Library.

• October 10, NY OSDIA District I and II LI Columbus Day Parade, Deer Park Lake Ave Firehouse. 

• October 18, America Lodge Annual Anniversary Dinner Dance.  Contact Karen Mollish for tickets!

• October 21, America Lodge General Membership Meeting, 7:30 pm, Franklin Square VFW.

• November 7, America Lodge Casino trip to Windcreek Casino. SOLD OUT!

• November 9, America Lodge hosts “A Night at the Opera: Giacomo Puccini’s Tosca!” SOLD OUT!

• November 18, America Lodge General Membership Meeting, 7:30 pm.  Membership Dues return date.

• December 6, America Lodge Annual Christmas Party. SAVE THE DATE! More details to come!


visit https://www.americalodge2245.com/events for Lodge events and details! 

 
America Lodge #2245

Check out our Website and Facebook page! We post photos 
of our meetings and events, provide informative posts on our 
Italian Culture and Heritage and keep our members informed 

about Lodge and local events!  Come log on and see what 
we’re up to! 

www.americalodge2245.com

www.americalodge2245.com
America Lodge Mah Jongg  
• October 6, 13, 20th.

America Lodge Bocce 
Thursday’s at Rath Park 


5:00 pm!

https://www.facebook.com/groups/506148423548320
https://www.americalodge2245.com/events
http://www.americalodge2245.com
http://www.americalodge2245.com
http://www.americalodge2245.com
https://www.americalodge2245.com/membership
http://www.americalodge2245.com






By Harper's Weekly - https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=mdp.39015011446161&seq=846Harper's 
weekly v.34 1890 p 872, Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=169693674







https://www.ditalia.com/pages/recipes/authentic-italian-pastina-recipe



Over 150 years after the death of Michelangelo, who was 
known as one of the greatest artists, sculptors, and painter’s in 
history, an Italian sculptor from Naples was born. Giuseppe 
Sanmartino followed in the master’s tradition of carving 
hyper-realistic human form out of Carrara marble. In his most 
famous work, The Veiled Christ (Il Cristo Velato), he depicts 
the dead body of Jesus Christ lying on a couch, covered by a 
thin, transparent marble shroud.  The veil is so finely carved 
that it reveals all of the anatomical details, facial features, and 
suffering from Jesus' crucifixion. The hands, slightly curled in 

surrender. The feet, bearing the last echoes of agony. The face, serene yet marked with the profound 
weight of death. 

The Veiled Christ’s production was originally assigned to sculptor Antonio Coradini, however, he died 
a short time after his appointment. When Sanmartino took over the project, rather than mimicking 
Corradini’s style, he surpassed it, elevating the art of veiled figures giving you the sensation that you 
are in the presence of something beyond time, beyond craftsmanship. The mastery of the Neapolitan 
sculptor lies in his successful depiction of the suffering that Christ had undergone during the 
crucifixion through the veil. 

The Veiled Christ is on display at the Museo Cappella in Naples. The chapel houses almost thirty 
works of art. Because of its popularity and limited space, tickets often sell out weeks in advance. Italy 
Magazine says, if you only see one sculpture in Naples, make it this one. Every year some 650,000 
people visit the Veiled Christ and describe it as one of the greatest sculptures of all time. What 
makes it an artistic masterpiece, known throughout the world and studied by many art historians, is 
the marble veil, which manages to resemble a soft cloth. Reviewers on Tripadvisor said, “Words are 
not enough. You have to see it to believe the emotions that the statue of the Veiled Christ and the 
chapel as a whole can give you.” With one reviewer saying, “it will leave your speechless.”

Arttourinternational said, what makes Veiled Christ more than just an artistic triumph is its emotional 
depth. This is not just a technical masterpiece; it is an invitation into sorrow, redemption, and 
transcendence. Unlike other sculptures of Christ, which often depict the suffering or the divine, this 
one lingers in the space in between, the quiet aftermath of sacrifice.

The Veiled Christ is renowned because it seems almost impossible. How can a sculptor make 
marble seem transparent? And yet for over 273 years The Veiled Christ in Naples continues to make 
history by leaving even the most skilled observers in awe.

 The Veiled Christ | Sansevero Chapel Museum

https://www.italymagazine.com/dual-language/if-you-only-see-one-sculpture-naples-make-it-one
https://www.italymagazine.com/dual-language/if-you-only-see-one-sculpture-naples-make-it-one
https://www.italymagazine.com/dual-language/if-you-only-see-one-sculpture-naples-make-it-one
https://www.italymagazine.com/dual-language/if-you-only-see-one-sculpture-naples-make-it-one
https://www.arttourinternational.com/the-veiled-christ-a-masterpiece-beyond-marble-and-time/
https://www.museosansevero.it/en/the-chapel-and-the-veiled-christ/the-veiled-christ




America Lodge September 
General Meeting













SOLD OUT

SOLD OUT







1097 TULIP AVE, FRANKLIN SQUARE 

“ A St i t c h  Ab o v e  Th e  Re s t”



Stephen P. Graziano 
Owner, Manager 

Vincent Graziano 
Funeral Director

516- 352-2080

krauss1097@yahoo.com 
kraussfuneralhome.com

mailto:krauss1097@yahoo.com
http://kraussfuneralhome.com


S E R V I N G  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y  F O R  O V E R  2 6  Y E A R S



Testani Family

I t a l i a n  R e s t a u r a n t  &  C a t e r e r s
1 0 3 9  H e m p s t e a d  T u r n p i k e    F r a n k l i n  S q u a r e ,  N Y  1 1 0 1 0

w w w . m y f i l o m e n a s . c o m
A  F a m i l y  T r a d i t i o n  S i n c e  1 9 7 2

( 5 1 6 )  4 3 7 - 4 9 1 9

F i l om e n a ’ s

http://www.myfilomenas.com


ARDITO & ARDITO 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

Your Plan - Your Way™ 

WILLS • TRUSTS • ESTATES 
PERSONAL INJURY • REAL ESTATE 

JOHN A. ARDITO, ESQ.        
JOSEPH ARDITO, ESQ. 

659 Franklin Avenue, Franklin Square, NY  11010 
1044 Franklin Avenue, Suite 208, Garden City, NY  11530 

516.825.0500 

www.ArditoLaw.com

We now carry a full line of Hershey’s Ice Cream 
products and Italian Ices! 

http://www.ArditoLaw.com




Dr. Magardician has been a proud member of 
the community for over 38 years and prides 
herself on patient care!

located in the VFW parking lot on Lincoln Road.



603 Hempstead Turnpike, West Hempstead, NY 732-917-3331



www.americalodge2245.com

AMERICA LODGE #2245

ORDER SONS AND DAUGHTERS OF ITALY IN AMERICA®

THANK YOU TO OUR 
NEWSLETTER 

ADVERTISERS ! 
Your generosity makes this newsletter possible!

We Accept Most Insurances & OTC cards

http://www.americalodge2245.com



