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America Lodge’s mission is to celebrate our Italian culture and heritage by honoring our ancestors’
visions of promoting, educating, supporting our members, and giving back to our communities.
Joining together we create excitement, strengthen our bonds and advance the image of Italians
everywhere.
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October is Italian-American Heritage and Culture month. It was first
celebrated in 1989 when Congress designated October to honor and
educate everyone to the contributions and achievements of Italian
immigrants and their descendants. Over 5.4 million Italians immigrated to
the U.S. between 1820 and 1992 and today there are over 26 million
Americans of Italian descent in the United States. Best of all, you only
have to say “America” to celebrate how much ltaly has given these United
States. After all, America was named after an Italian explorer and
geographer, Amerigo Vespucci. America, a beautiful Italian name...

What a busy month September has been. It started out with an America

Lodge membership tent at the three-day St. Catherine of Sienna Family
Festival. We had a great turnout of members promoting our lodge to prospective new members. And best of
all, we will welcome some new members because of their efforts to tell the America Lodge story. At our
September meeting there were over 100 members in attendance and we installed 13 new members! We are
well on our way to our goal of growing America Lodge to 250 members by the end of the year. As of last
count we are over 240!

September ended with our annual picnic at the Plattduetsche Park Bier Garten. Maria and Lisa put on an
incredible event and the weather could not have cooperated any better. It was a beautiful day to socialize, eat,
relax, eat, win prizes and gift baskets, eat, drink and enjoy everything it means to be part of our great OSDIA
and America Lodge family. Our feather flag was proudly on display to announce our presence, as tables were
adorned with colors of the ltalian flag. There were over 150 people in attendance and raffles were dedicated to
both our scholarship and general funds. See Maria’s Picnic by the Numbers on page 15 for details! Many
thanks to our sponsors, brothers and sisters from other lodges, our members and the visiting dignitaries. This
issue of your award-winning newsletter has photos of the picnic and even more on our website!

Can you believe our 55! Annual Dinner Dance Gala is almost here? The event will be held on October 18th at
Leonard’s Palazzo. This year’s honorees are America Lodge members Marie Geneva Frank, Cindy Lampasi,
and Lisa Teitz and America Lodge past and now current District Deputy Anthony Vasaturo. It is our privilege
to recognize and thank them for everything they have done for the Order and America Lodge. Please contact
Karen Mollish 516-852-2823 to get your tickets and reserve your seats. We need to send in a final count
and want to make sure you are included. Get your tickets today!! We are also creating a beautiful keepsake
souvenir journal where you can congratulate our honorees. Journal Chairperson Debra Goldmann
516-729-7712 is ready and waiting to place your advertisement.

We call this event our Gala, but it is so much more than that. Technically a Gala is a grand, formal public
celebration, party, or special event that includes dinner, entertainment, dancing, or charitable fundraising. Yes,
it is all that but our Gala is also a nod to our magnificent history, our achievements, past and present, our story,
and as Dr. Sellaro said, “for our descendants and members who are lItalian born ...who came to America in the
hope, not to find a new life, but to earn a better one...”

As we go into October, Italian-American Heritage and Culture month, let’s celebrate everything we share...
even if (sic) you ...carry a single drop of Italian blood (sic) you will be able, and proud, to continue to carry on
our traditions, our culture and our language. Wishing you a very happy lItalian-American Heritage and Culture
month.

| look forward to seeing you at our next event, if not before. - -

Fraternally, ITALIAN
AMERICAN

Joe HERITAGE MONTH

www.americalodge2245.com
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BUON OITOBRE CARI AMICI.

There is something about October that makes us want to slow
down, enjoy the beautiful colors of autumn, and appreciate the
traditions and people that make life so special.

In this issue, we are celebrating Italian Heritage and fall with
a combination of both! Have you heard the story of The
Witches of Benevento? See how this story connects a walnut
tree to literature.

Do you know why we celebrate Columbus Day? For many

Italian Americans, the day represents more than Christopher

Columbus. It also reminds us of the discrimination faced by

Italian immigrants, including the tragic 1891 lynching of 11
Italian immigrants in New Orleans. Remembering this history helps us understand why
preserving our Italian-American heritage remains so important.

Pastina...Oh, pastina! It's The Little Bowl That Feels Like a Hug. Some foods are more than
food—they are memories. A little bowl of pastina can take us right back to childhood and to the
people who cared for us. I think many of us will recognize that feeling!

It's That Time Again. Membership Renewal! October also means it's time for our annual
membership renewal dues (see pg. 13). Please take a moment to renew on time as it helps us
avoid unnecessary mailing costs and keeps our membership information current. Your dues help
make our activities, celebrations, charitable projects, and time together possible. Every member
matters, so renew your membership, stay connected, and help keep our lodge strong!

So Much to Celebrate! Our Annual Anniversary Dinner Dance is just ahead, and we are
honored to celebrate Marie Geneva Frank, Cindy Lampasi, and Lisa Teitz for their many
contributions to our lodge. These women have helped bring activities such as our Bocce Club,
and Mah Jongg Club to life, creating more opportunities for friendship and participation. We are
also pleased to honor Anthony Vasaturo as our Past District Deputy. Please join us in
celebrating our honorees for their dedication and service.

Before we know it, we'll be trading autumn colors for Christmas lights! Our Annual Christmas
Party is December 6th. And don't forget our Ronald McDonald House collection. Please
bring your donations to our October 21st meeting. Thank you to everyone who helps our
lodge continue its tradition of giving back.(see both flyers on pg. 19)

As we celebrate Italian-American Heritage Month, let's remember that our heritage isn't
only found in old stories, recipes, traditions, or photographs. It lives in us—in the food we
share, the stories we tell, the traditions we pass down, the friendships we make, and the way
we come together to help others.

Enjoy this beautiful October, enjoy this issue, and most of all, enjoy being part of our Italian-
American family!

The Lion’s Roar Newsletter

2023 Best Newsletter Award, 2024 Most Informative Newsletter Award
2025 Best Newsletter Awid 2026 Best Editor Award
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Membership Corner

At our September 16th General Meeting we installed 13 new members! Congratulations and
welcome to:

Ann Bauer, Lynda Capoziello, Lillian Chajkewicz, Denise DeSanti,

Frank De Domenico, Delia Egan, Phyllis Marchetti, Irene Razza, Denise Rigopoulos,
Joseph Sansone, Diane Smith, Jean Treglia, Anthony Wieser.

Thank you to all who have sponsored a new member or who have invited friends, family, co-
workers or neighbors to a meeting or one of our many events. YOU are such wonderful
stewards of America Lodge. One visit with us and it's easy to see that we live our motto

“AMERICA LODGE..WHERE FRIENDS BECOME FAMILY.” ¢ @

Let's keep the momentum going by spreading the word about America Lodge! Talk to your
family, friends, neighbors, and co-workers about joining our famiglia—new members are the
heartbeat of a vibrant and thriving Lodge. If you know someone who may be interested, visit
our website www.americal 2245.com/Membership for a membership application
and consider bringing them with you to our October 21st meeting!

Check out our Website and Facebook page! We post photos
of our meetings and events, provide informative posts on our
Italian Culture and Heritage and keep our members informed

about Lodge and local events! Come log on and see what .
we’re up to! Find us on

Facebook
America Lodge #2245

WWW americalodge2245.COM www.ametricalodge2245.com

UPCOMING EVENTS

October 1, Italian Heritage Movie "Under the Tuscan Sun” at the Bellmore Show Place. See flyer pg 19.
October 4, America Lodge Annual Memorial Mass, St. Catherine of Sienna, 9:45 am.

October 6, America Lodge Council Meeting, 7:00 pm, Franklin Square Library.

October 10, NY OSDIA District I and II LI Columbus Day Parade, Deer Park Lake Ave Firehouse.
October 18, America Lodge Annual Anniversary Dinner Dance. Contact Karen Mollish for tickets!
October 21, America Lodge General Membership Meeting, 7:30 pm, Franklin Square VFW.

November 7, America Lodge Casino trip to Windcreek Casino. SOLD OUT!

November 9, America Lodge hosts "A Night at the Opera: Giacomo Puccini’s Tosca!” SOLD OUT!
November 18, America Lodge General Membership Meeting, 7:30 pm. Membership Dues return date.
December 6, America Lodge Annual Christmas Party. SAVE THE DATE! More details to come!

visit https://www.americalodge2245.com/events for Lodge events and details!

America Lodge Mah Jongg America Lodge Bocce
* October 6, 13, 20th. = Thursday’s at Rath Park
www.americalodge2245.com 5:00 pm!
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Buon Compleanno
to our
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Birthday Celebrants!

Augusta Anzalone, Logan Balsan, Nancy Barbanell,
Frank Damiani, Grazia DeCiantis, Jessie D’Esposito,
Scott Goldmann, Paola Mancini, Anna Maola,
Susan McKee, William Monreale, Gary Montemarano,
Gabriella Montoni, Irene Razza, Joseph Sansone,
Carmella Schipani, Susan Somella, Maria Thaler

Happy Birthday!

Get Well Soon

Robert Goldmann, Scott Goldmann,
Past President Sylvia Giglio
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CELEBRATING Italian Heritage THROUGH THADITIO

Italian heritage is more than a connection to a country or a family name. It lives in the
traditions we share, the stories we tell, the foods we prepare, and the customs we pass
from one generation to the next. During Italian-American Heritage Month, October
gives us an opportunity to celebrate the many parts of Italian culture that continue to
shape families and communities today.

Language: More Than Words. Language is one of the most meaningful ways culture is
passed down. For many [talian-American families, words and phrases heard from
parents or grandparents become a connection to earlier generations. Italy itself has a
rich linguistic diversity, with regional dialects and variations that reflect the country’s
history. Learning even a few Italian words can be a way to strengthen that connection.
Whether it is ciao, grazie, buongiorno, or a phrase remembered from a grandparent,
language can carry memories and traditions along with it.

Food: Recipes With a Story. Italian food is perhaps one of the most recognizable parts
of Italian culture, but its significance goes far beyond what is on the plate. Recipes are
often connected to family, place, and memory. A recipe for pasta, sauce, bread, cookies,
or a holiday dish may have been passed down through several generations. Often, the
recipe isn't even written down—it is something learned by watching a parent or
grandparent cook. These foods can tell us where our families came from and remind us

of the people who taught us how to prepare them. Italian cuisine also reflects Italy’'s
regional diversity. A traditional dish from Sicily may look very different from one found
in Tuscany, Naples, or Lombardy. Celebrating Italian food therefore also means
celebrating the many different cultures and traditions found throughout Italy.

Family and Community. Family is another important part of Italian-American heritage.
For generations of Italian immigrants, family and community provided support while
adapting to life in a new country. Extended families often lived close to one another,
shared meals, celebrated holidays together, and helped preserve familiar customs.
Today, those traditions can look different from family to family, but the importance of
gathering together remains a meaningful part of Italian-American culture. A Sunday
meal, a holiday gathering, or simply spending time with grandparents and relatives can
become a tradition in its own right.

Keeping Traditions Alive. Italian-American Heritage Month is ultimately an opportunity
to remember that heritage is something we can actively preserve. We keep it alive when
we learn a family recipe, practice the language, listen to Italian music, learn about our
ancestors, celebrate a holiday, or simply ask a grandparent to share a story. Traditions
may change as they are passed from one generation to the next, and that is part of
what makes them meaningful. Each generation adds something of its own while carrying
pieces of the past forward.

This October, Italian Heritage Month gives us a chance to celebrate not only where we
come from, but also the traditions we continue to share, preserve, and create together.

“Buon Mese dell'Eredita Italiana!” “Happy Italian Heritage Month!”




N -

Why We Celebrate Columbus Day

, | love asking people at events or parties “Do you know why we celebrate Columbus Day?” Don’t worry, ¢
many Italian-Americans don’t know the meaning behind Columbus Day or why we celebrate it. We wrote an
article titled History's Greatest Paradox where we discussed why we celebrate Columbus Day. The article is
linked above and found on our website. This year however we wanted our Columbus Day discussion to go
from a paradox to an irony...

Officially, Columbus Day was created to honor the greatest mass lynching in U.S. history. Eleven working-
class Italian immigrants were lynched in New Orleans, nine days after the men had been acquitted in the
murder of New Orleans Police Chief David Hennessy Jr. Here comes the irony. Chief Hennessy was
gunned down in October just three days after Columbus’ October 12" historic landfall. But who was David
Hennessy, Jr.and why did his deathbed utterance lead to a national disgrace?

Verylocal.com. describes New Orleans as cauldron of political and ethnic conflicts ready to explode.
France’s policy to release criminals from its prisons and send them to the Louisiana colony contributed to
the city becoming host to numerous thugs, gamblers, prostitutes and con men. It was also known that the
Hennessy family was no stranger to controversy, conflict or even arrest.

Just as the Civil War was starting, David Hennessy Jr. was born. His father David Hennessy Sr. served as a
cavalry officer in Union occupied New Orleans. After the war his father was caught lying trying to collect his
deceased brother’s Army benefits. Hennessy Sr. was cleared of the charges, not because they weren't true,
but because several character witnesses testified to his bravery in the war. Emboldened by this court room
victory, he took a job as a police officer in the newly formed Metropolitan Police Force. Unfortunately, it was
said that his police position only made the senior Hennessy’s character worse. Hennessy Sr. was arrested
multiple times before he was shot inside the 8th District Court Coffeehouse and later died of his injuries.

Hennessy Sr.’s former cavalry commander was appointed head of the Metropolitan Police and took pity on
the younger Hennessy. He gave him his first job on the police force as a messenger boy. Hennessy Jr. took
to police work much like his father before him, and, at the age of 17, officially joined the force as a
patrolman. And just like his father before him, David Hennessy Jr. was not immune to arrest or killing. He
confessed to killing his rival in self-defense. Not everyone agreed with the verdict, and a New Orleans State
editorial called him a murderer outright. The resulting controversy caused Jr. to resign in disgrace from the
Metropolitan Police Force in April 1882. However, six years later the New Orleans Mayor appointed David
Hennessy Jr. Chief of Police. Part of his being appointed to the chief position was the agreement that he’d
consolidate the police force. This caused many to lose their jobs and made him no friends at the police
station. All of this to say, nearly anyone could have been responsible for his subsequent assassination. But
because he uttered the anti-ltalian slur “dago” on his death bed, only Italian men were investigated,
guestioned, and arrested.

If you Google “why do we celebrate Columbus Day” you will not find anything about the 11 innocent men
who were lynched by a vigilante mob. Moreover, it is reported that no action was ever taken against those
who participated in the lynchings. Even the New Orleans mayor at the time said, “These men deserved
killing and they were punished by peaceable and law-abiding citizens.” According to The New Orleans
Advocate, the 11 victims, all of whom were acquitted by the criminal courts, were identified as fruit peddlers
Antonio Bagnetto, Antonio Marchesi and Antonio Scaffidi; dockworker James Caruso and Rocco
Geraci; cobbler Pietro Monasterio; tinsmith Loreto Comitis; street vendor Emmanuele Polizzi; fruit
importer Joseph P. Macheca; ward politician Frank Romero; and rice plantation Iaborer Charles Traina.
These men are why we celebrate Columbus Day. e

\.Antomo Scaffidi, Josepﬁ P. :Macﬁeca .Antoma BaJnetto John .Mntranga and Pietro Monasterio.
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Italian Halloween Trivia

The Italian word for Halloween is generally still Halloween-
. 9 but you'll also hear the phrase la festa di Halloween.
Did you KNOw? and “trick or freat?” can be translated playfully as: Dolcetto o scherzetto?
Literally: “Little treat or little trick?”
Try saying it with dramatic Italian hand gestures.
It's much more fun that way. i lg

Can You Guess:

1. Which Italian city is famously 3. What is a strega?
associated with witches? A. A witch
A. Venice B.A ghOSt

B. Benevento C. A fortune teller

C. Bologna
2. Which number is traditionally 4. What is il malocchio?
considered unlucky in Italy? A. The evil eye
A.7 B. A magic potion
Ié' 13 C. A haunted house

5. What might you put near your
doorway to distract a legendary
janara?

A. A pumpkin
B. A broom

il C. Abell

Answers:
1.B— Benevento 2. C —17
3. A— A witch 4. A— The evil eye
5.B— A broom




The Witehes o Beuneveunte

From a Mysterious Walnut Tree to a Famous Italian Liquer

If you were asked to name Italy’s most famous city of witches, you might not immediately think of Benevento.
But for centuries, this historic city in Campania has been known as la citta delle streghe - the city of witches.
And the story begins with a tree.

Il Noce di Benevento - the Walnut Tree of Benevento. According to local tradition, a great walnut tree once
stood near the Sabato River, where mysterious nighttime gatherings were said to take place, with dancing,
feasting, and rituals. The legend is connected to the Lombards, who made Benevento the capital of a powerful
duchy in the sixth century. Later Christian traditions portrayed these gatherings as pagan, and eventually
demonic. Local tradition says that Saint Barbato, the seventh-century bishop of Benevento, ordered the sacred
tree destroyed. One version of the story even claims that when the tree was uprooted, a serpent emerged from
its roots - interpreted as the devil himself,

The tree disappeared. The legend did not. By the Middle Ages, Benevento had become famous for stories of
witches gathering beneath the walnut tree. Known as le Janare, these legendary witches were said to practice
magic, cast spells, and possess supernatural powers. Their stories became part of the wider European tradition
of the sabba delle streghe - the witches sabbath.,

The legend became so widespread that it even appeared in witchcraft trials. In 1428, Matteuccia di Francesco
was tried for witchcraft in Todi, Umbria. During her interrogation, she reportedly described an ointment and
incantation that would transport her to the walnut tree of Benevento: “Unguento, unguento, mandame a la noce
de Benivento...” “Ointment, ointment, send me to the walnut tree of Benevento..” Whether anyone actually
believed witches were flying there is another question. But the story had certainly traveled.

Italian folklore even offered a practical solution if a Janara visited your house at night: leave a broom near the
door. According to one tradition, the witch would become distracted counting its bristles. And while she counted,
the sun would rise. Witch problem solved.

Stories like these gave people imaginative explanations for illness, bad luck, frightening nighttime experiences,
and other mysteries. And eventually, Benevento's witches found their way into a bottle.

Strega - meaning “witch” - is Benevento's famous golden herbal liqueur. Produced in the city since the
nineteenth century, it was deliberately connected to the witch legend. Its label even depicts witches dancing
around a walnut tree, Then the story took another unexpected turn.

In 1947, writers Maria Bellonci and Goffredo Bellonci established the Premio Strega, one of Italy’s best-known
literary prizes. The prize was supported by Guido Alberti, the Benevento industrialist associated with the
company that produced Strega liqueur. Today, Premio Strega is associated with Italian literature rather than
witches. But the name still carries a piece of Benevento's old legend.

From a mysterious walnut tree, to witches, to liqueur, and finally to literature - it's quite a journey for one tree.

Nr ‘ -
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: * Long before comfort food became a hashtag, Italian nonna’s had already figured it out.

'i'heir answer was tiny: a handful of little pasta, a pat of butter, a shower of Parmigiano. Maybe an egg.
Maybe a ladle of broth. Nothing complicated. Nothing fancy. Just a warm bowl of pastina.

These days, you may have noticed pastina making the rounds online—tiny stars bobbing in golden broth,
stirred into something somewhere between soup and porridge. It may look like a new food trend, but in
Italian kitchens, pastina has been comforting people for generations. You might event say it is the original
Italian comfort food! The name itself simply means “little pasta,” and pasta comes in equally little shapes:
stelline, or tiny stars; acini di pepe; and other small varieties that cook quickly and
practically beg to be eaten by the spoonful.

For many ltalian families, pastina is among the first foods given to babies. And it doesn't lose its appeal with
age. It becomes the thing you make when you're sick, heartsick, exhausted, or simply craving something
that tastes like home.

There is no one right way. That's part of the charm. Pastina is less a recipe than a tradition with plenty of
room for interpretation.

The simplest version, in bianco, skips the egg altogether. Pastina is cooked in broth and finished with butter
and Parmigiano, creating a soft, mellow bowl that's especially appealing when you're under the weather.

For something richer, there's stracciatella-style pastina, where a beaten egg is stirred into the hot pasta at
the end. The egg cooks into delicate ribbons, adding richness and protein.

Prefer your comfort food extra cozy? Use less broth and let the pastina sit for a minute before serving. It will
thicken into a spoonable porridge. Or go the other direction and add more hot broth for a
lighter, soupier bowl.

And broth isn't mandatory. Water works, too—just give the finished bowl a little extra help from butter,
cheese, and seasoning.

Maybe that's why pastina has earned the affectionate nickname “Italian penicillin.”
It isn't medicine, of course.
But generations of Italian families understood something long before the internet did:
sometimes the cure for a difficult day is wonderfully uncomplicated.

A little pasta. A little butter. A little cheese.
A Z
And a bowl that feels like a hug.
*
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IHE VEILED CHRIST

Over 150 years after the death of Michelangelo, who was
known as one of the greatest artists, sculptors, and painter’s in
history, an Italian sculptor from Naples was born. Giuseppe
Sanmartino followed in the master’s tradition of carving
hyper-realistic human form out of Carrara marble. In his most
famous work, The Veiled Christ (Il Cristo Velato), he depicts
the dead body of Jesus Christ lying on a couch, covered by a
thin, transparent marble shroud. The veil is so finely carved
that it reveals all of the anatomical details, facial features, and
suffering from Jesus' crucifixion. The hands, slightly curled in
surrender. The feet, bearing the last echoes of agony. The face, serene yet marked with the profound
weight of death.

The Veiled Christ’s production was originally assigned to sculptor Antonio Coradini, however, he died
a short time after his appointment. When Sanmartino took over the project, rather than mimicking
Corradini’s style, he surpassed it, elevating the art of veiled figures giving you the sensation that you
are in the presence of something beyond time, beyond craftsmanship. The mastery of the Neapolitan
sculptor lies in his successful depiction of the suffering that Christ had undergone during the
crucifixion through the veil.

The Veiled Christ is on display at the Museo Cappella in Naples. The chapel houses almost thirty
works of art. Because of its popularity and limited space, tickets often sell out weeks in advance. ltaly
Magazine says, if you only see one sculpture in Naples, make it this one. Every year some 650,000
people visit the Veiled Christ and describe it as one of the greatest sculptures of all time. What
makes it an artistic masterpiece, known throughout the world and studied by many art historians, is
the marble veil, which manages to resemble a soft cloth. Reviewers on Tripadvisor said, “Words are
not enough. You have to see it to believe the emotions that the statue of the Veiled Christ and the
chapel as a whole can give you.” With one reviewer saying, “it will leave your speechless.”

Arttourinternational said, what makes Veiled Christ more than just an artistic triumph is its emotional
depth. This is not just a technical masterpiece; it is an invitation into sorrow, redemption, and
transcendence. Unlike other sculptures of Christ, which often depict the suffering or the divine, this
one lingers in the space in between, the quiet aftermath of sacrifice.

The Veiled Christ is renowned because it seems almost impossible. How can a sculptor make
marble seem transparent? And yet for over 273 years The Veiled Christ in Naples continues to make
history by leaving even the most skilled observers in awe.

The Veiled Christ | Sansevero Chapel Museum
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https://www.italymagazine.com/dual-language/if-you-only-see-one-sculpture-naples-make-it-one
https://www.italymagazine.com/dual-language/if-you-only-see-one-sculpture-naples-make-it-one
https://www.italymagazine.com/dual-language/if-you-only-see-one-sculpture-naples-make-it-one
https://www.italymagazine.com/dual-language/if-you-only-see-one-sculpture-naples-make-it-one
https://www.arttourinternational.com/the-veiled-christ-a-masterpiece-beyond-marble-and-time/
https://www.museosansevero.it/en/the-chapel-and-the-veiled-christ/the-veiled-christ

AMERICA LODGE #2245
2027 MEMBERSHIP DUES ANNUAL RENEWAL

IT’S THAT TIME AGAIN...

| know it’s hard to believe but it is almost that time of year where America Lodge will be
mailing out the 2027 dues notices.

Last year we tried something a little different by asking everyone via email to send in
their dues and it was a huge success so we will be doing it again this year. We are
requesting that you mail in your dues without receiving formal mailed notice. If we do
not receive your dues by November 18th, notices will be mailed.

Dues are $50.00 and checks should be made payable to America Lodge #2245.

IMPORTANT: If you are a new _member that joined from September 1, 2026 through
December 31, 2026, you do NOT have to pay dues for 2027 as they were included in your
2026 payment.

Please include below information with your payment:

Name:
§Address:
 City, State, Zip:
Phone #:
Email address:

: Signature:

Please mail payment to Financial Secretary:
Debra Goldmann, 16 Franklin Street, Williston Park, New York 11596

THANK YOU!
America Lodge appreciates your continued support and membership!




Awerica Lodge September
General Meeting




. THANKYOU '+ 7?

Thank you to the 155 members, family members, and friends who made this year's annual
picnic in the park another great success. It was especially wonderful to welcome members
from other OSDIA lodges.

Special thanks to my co-chair, Lisa Spano. Her partnership is an essential part of what
makes this event so special.

Many people contributed to the success of this event, beginning with our two sponsors,
John Giuffre” and John Koziarz. Both have supported the picnic for the past three years,
and their continued generosity allows us to lower the price per person.

This wonderful event would not be possible without the help of so many people.
Marie Geneva Frank helped arrange and create the gift baskets. Year after year,
Jeannette, Bianca, and Angelo LaVeglia use their creativity to transform member
donations into some of the most beautiful raffle baskets. Bill Teitz, Steve DiTusa, Anthony
Spano, and Freddie Pittella came to my home to load the baskets, deliver, and set them
up at the venue. Donna Johnson helped at the check-in table, while Mary Rose O’'Hara,
Steve DiTusa, and Debbie Goldmann sold 50/50 and raffle tickets. Our own magic man,
Anthony Spano, performed walk-around magic with Steven Rodman.

Once again, the staff and food at the Plattduetsche were outstanding. Some attendees
even said the food was more delicious than last year.

Picnic by the numbers: $1,470.00 was raised for our scholarship fund, along with a
generous personal donation from Art and Dottie Corvese. Scholarship baskets, general
basket raffle and 50/50 ticket sales, together with member attendance, brought our
combined profit for the day to $4,656.00.

In closing, a special thank you goes to Joe Armocida for once again placing his trust and
confidence in Lisa and myself to chair the picnic. Planning this event is a true labor of love,
and | look forward to continuing the tradition established many years ago by our founding
4 members.

Fraternally yours,

Maria & Lisa
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Meucci o Tuttigli Lomini somno per natura equalmente .
: 8 [iberi e indipendenti. Quest’ equaglianza e’
LaGuardia 8 rnecessaria per costituire in governo libero.
e . ‘Bisogna che ognuno sia uguale all’altro ne[ ~
Cabrini _ diritto naturale.

Basilone A All men are by nature equally free and |
= - 4 independent. Such equality is necessary A
Brumidi : in order to create a free government. : 'v Ferraro
.. 8 . All men must be equal to eachother | Scali
Bonaparte ~in natural law. Calia
Giannini i A i Petrosing
mmn
v
e HE,SEMPEVI ko)
DEN: - _
Bellanca Caboto
_ENm?c EATED EQUAL .
Verrazzano W Pach
__ A ALIAN
Capodanno b’\ | o Pelosi

CREATED BY ENZO DAVI
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Szl cone  LET'S PLAY IT FORWARD!

McDonald
House*

Vi Ridi Ama Leggi Help us bring fun, smiles, and moments of
HentageMomh connection to families staying at the

Ronald McDonald House.
Thursday October 1,2026

Join us for an enchanting evening where literature and cinema come together
“under the Tuscan sun.”

We’re collecting age-appropriate board games,
puzzles, and card games for children and families to
enjoy during their stay.

% WHAT WE’RE COLLECTING:

Board games

Featured Book: The Reluctant Tuscan

e Feature Presentation: Under the Tuscan Sun
§ 573 @ \é
aaie.

THURSDAY, October 1 — Puzzles
ez * Benvenuti! (VVelcome!)— 6:30 PM e 3 Age a ppropriate Card games < KP %Y
Begin the evemnfg with a lively discussion of The Reluctant Tuscan, hosm v
ollowed by book trivia and prizes.

@ EVERY GAME CAN CREATE A MOMENT OF JOY.

DONATION DEADLINE:
All items will be collected at the
R October 21st General Meeting.

9, Feature Presentation — 7:00 PM
Relax with a small drink, fresh popcorn, and a screening of
Under the Tuscan Sun.

Admission: $ er person -/_,, :
Includes a small and popcorn. T

Help us make a difference for families when they

Whether you've turned every page of the book or simply want to lose yourself in the h
need it most.

beauty of Tuscany for an evening, all are welcome.
"La dolce vita awaits...
Contact Mary Sperrazza (516) 993-8453

For 50 years, Ronald McDonald House has helped provide critical support
to families so they can focus on what matters most:
the health of their child.

At Ronald McDonald House, we provide essential services that

Ronald

remove barriers, strengthen families and promote healing when
children need healthcare. McDonaId
https://ronaldmcdonaldhouse.org House
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Sondlay, Cclelr /8% 2020

12-5:00pm ' o

: r SUNDAY DECEMBER 6, 2026
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(576) MORE DETAILS TO FUHOW
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Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America®

America Lodge #2245

Presents
Giacomo Puccini’s

rJ—JOSCCL

| (:‘:. i:} r:' I il
%ts for t 'Opera and”E;us are $150.00
Ticket for the Opera only (no bus) is $100.00

Payment must be received by October 5, 2026

Contact Opera Chairperson Jo Falabella (516) 354-2989

Make checks payable to America Lodge #2245 and mail to:
Jo Falabella, 51 Vassar Street, Garden City, NY 11530

The bus departs from the public parking lot behind Wendy s off Hempstead Turnpike in
Franklin Square. Please be there at 2:30 pm as the

America Lodge Bocce is Back!
@ Officially starting after Mother’s Day L
Thursday’s 5:00 pm at Rath Park, Franklin Square

NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY!
COME JOIN IN THE FUN!

Contact Marie Geneva Frank (516) 852-1276 or
Cindy Lampasi (516) 690-1085
for more information!

AMERICA LODGE #2245

PRESENTS ATRIP TO

COST $60.00 WITH

Rus leaves at 8:00 am prg frol liti
[lempstead Jurnp Q Wklin Square, NY

ERVED ON THE BUS

TH NAME, PHONE # AND
NUMBER OF PEOPLE
TO:

Ellen Andrasick
245 Cleveland St.
Franklin Square, NY 11010
(516) 317 0686

AMERICA LODGE #2245

MAH JONGG

GOOD FRIENDS, GOOD GAMES, GOOD TIMES! 9

All levels of Mah Jongg players are welcome!

Our group is growing, and we're excited to welcome B
new members to come play, socialize, and enjoy the
game together.

Please note: This is an active playing group, rather than
a group that provides lessons for new players. If you're
interested in learning how to play, check your local
library, senior center or Town recreation website for
lessons.

Once you've learned the basics, come join us at the
table! We'd love to have you play with us.

COME JOIN THE FUN!

Tuesday’s at the Franklin Square Library, 3:30-6:00 pm.
Contact Lisa at (516) 965-8465 for specific dates!

Mﬁ - 00| 1
= 66| =
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Sunday, October 4, 2026, at 12:30 PM

ﬂ L.I. Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America
v Districts I & 11 is Proud to Host in Conjunction with

e e Mass of Thanksgiving

Councilman Anthony Manetta along with x g 4
NYS OSDIA President Arthur Spera Celebrating 25 Years of Priesthood of Fr. Anthony Saliba

OUR ANNUAL
Join us as we thank God

for 25 wonderful years of
Priestly service and celebrate
the many blessings received
along the way.

**Let’s all March in the Long Island Columbus Day Weekend Parade**

Saturday, October 10, 2026
The Deer Park Lake Avenue Firehouse is the starting point of parade route with
Breakfast at this location starting at 11:00 A.M and program starting at 12 noon in
the same location.
1:00 P.M. is Parade kickoff time.

There will be a reception
afterward at Fr. Behan Hall.
Everyone is warmly invited to
join this joyful celebration!

***Join Our Parade Grand Marshals: ***

State President OSDIA Arthur Spera
State OSDIA First Lady Joanne Spera
National OSDIA President Thomas Lupo
OSDIA State Chaplain Rev. Fr. Authony Saliba
Islip Town Supervisor Angie Carpenter
North Hempstead Town Supervisor Jen DeSena

Parade Kickoff Start Time is 1:00 P.M.

Floats, Banners, Music, and other attractions will be there for all to enjoy. & &
S
Parade followed by a Festival with fun and festivities at the C
Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 to welcome all! \\_ A
2075 Deer Park Avenue, Deer Park N.Y. 11729 4
= o

Bring Family - Bring Friends - Celebrate Italian Heritage!!
ALL GROUPS ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND AND MARCH WITH US!!!

Entertainment and Plenty of fun for all to Enjoy!!
INFO. NEEDED CALL KEITH WILSON@516-633-1435 “What shall | return to the LORD for all his goodness to me?

I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the LORD.”
(Psalm 1716: 12-13)

f O NEW YORK ISLANDERS
ITALIAN 3
* HERITAGE NIGHT =

Exclusive Offer for
Order Sons & Daughters of
Italy in America

\
i\ $90 per ticket in the 100 Level
4 $60 per ticket in the 200 Level

Including:

K ¢ |slanders Italian Heritage Night T-shirt
.« e Group Photo on the Ice After the game @

, &

. Thursday, October 22

CHEON

Saturday, November 7, 2026
12:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Honoring
Joseph Sciame

Sons of Italy Foundation President

B 6:000m ':'v':i in recognition ?f hi§ 40-yea1: commitment
» uup doors open & to the Garibaldi-Meucci Museum
:,"3 7:30 pm pU(k drop \ : LI GRECI’
‘ ! A ; o g anoss Sl LT [ 2% sons of Itat
For more information or to purchase tickets please contact: LAY SD‘:‘:Z::‘;S STATEN [SLf:{-x?.i ! Kg’; v
AnnMarie Llardi at 917-674-8042 or Email Jack.Novarro@newyorkislanders.com ' &f&azlx'“ (‘ l sons and Dacgiers of aty

b
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42 New Hyde Park Road
Franklin Square, New York 11010

(516) 775-9491

e Specializing in Medicaid approved burial ¢ Cremations and Direct Burials Available
funds « Assistance With All Claim Forms

e Pre-Arrangement Counseling e Our Services are Available in All

* 24 hour Personal Service Communities

Pre-Arrangements and Pre-Tinancing Available

Bruno M. Caracciolo ~ Vincent B. Caracciolo ~ Michelle R. Bivona ~
Shanique Battle ~ Bruno V. Caracciolo (1941-2015)

www.franklinfuneralhome.net




COLDWELL BANKER
AMERICAN HOMES

William Sanfilippo CBR

Licensed Real Estate Salesperson
1016A Park Blvd.
Massapequa Park, NY 11762
wsanfilippo@cbamhomes.com
williamsanfilippo.com

QO

C.516.606.3237
0.516.798.4100

John Steve

.]T&F PORK STORE =
Hnd Ttalian Dele  ——
DRY SAUSAGE * SOPRESSATA * RAVIOLI
MOZZARELLA * SAUSAGE HEROS * SANDWICHES

All Products Made Fresh On The Premises
"We Deliver "

CATERING AVAILABLE

o

516-354-7620

928 Hempstead Tpke
Franklin Square, NY 11010

Garden World & Keil Brothers together...
Nothing can be better!

FRANKLIN SQUARE

500 FRANKLIN AVE.
FRANKLIN SQUARE, NY 11010
(516) 437-2030
FAX: (516) 437-0465

vSARRICA

Your One Stop Shop For

Insurance Needs
1078 Oaks Drive
Franklin Square, NY 11010

FLUSHING

46-20 FRANCIS LEWIS BLVD.
FLUSHING, NY 11358
(718) 224-6789
FAX: (718) 225-2126

Call Us: (516) 277-0812
Text Us: (516) 874-3691

1o

Santino F. Sarrica, CIC

fy -~ o 62

0

ARTISTICS PRINTING 2
Crearora (OF e S/ ivting

95 Cantiague Rock Road
Westbury, New York 11590
516-561-2121 Fax: 516-561-2127

T&P
Paper
“Service & Ot Srtengtte

Tommy Mandracchia

95 Cantiague Rock Road
Westbury, New York 11590
516-938-8006 Fax: 516-938-7087
tandppaper@gmail.com
www.tandppaper.com

Louis H. Petillo, EA

Tax Accountant
IRS Enrolled Agent

PETILLO - PETILLO P (516) 538-7870
r r F (516) 538-7424
illotax@gmail.com

ACCOUNTING SERVICES INC. www.petillotax.com
250 Nassau Blvd. So. Garden City, New York 11530

CATERING FOR

(516) 358-7400
ALL OCCASIONS

Bagel Doctor West
Muffins * Rolls * Tumovers * Croissants

380 FRANKLIN AVENUE
FRANKLIN SQUARE, N.Y. 11010

SEW FINE

EMBROIDERY & SCREEN PRINTING
1097 TULIP AVE, FRANKLIN SQUARE

516-352-5836

www.sewfineembroidery.com
jomicole@aol.com

RAFI KAHLOON

=
Frank Caliendo ‘gea&& MichaelCaliendo

7 //‘ P p 2,
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TULIP?.CATERERS

ONE STOP DELI CATERER Since 1986
PARTY PLANNING HVHILHELE
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1097 HEMPSTEAD TURNPIKE
FRANKLIN SQUARE, N.Y. 11010

516- 352-2080

Stephen P. Graziano
Owner, Manager

Vincent Graziano
Funeral Director
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o Tediy Dells
11 Franklin Avenue
é Franklin Square, NY 11C10
(516) 354-5770
Traniin ¢ Phocke
BRUNCHERY
Rich Lodico Frank Devito

Mike Lodimaer Davies
W

ITALIAN MARKET
Eastern Meaf Farm

EasternMeatFarm.com
721 Franklin Avenue ® Franklin Square, NY 11010
516-872-3450 ¢ 516-872-1706-Fax

krauss1097 @yahoo.com

kraussfuneralhome.com

taiteds 4

FUNERAL HOME



mailto:krauss1097@yahoo.com
http://kraussfuneralhome.com

SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR OVER 26 YEARS
KAREN FALKOWSKI
PRESIDENT/CEO

163 NEW HYDE PARK ROAD
'fo,l @KANDWLIQUORS FRANKLIN SQUARE, NY 11010 0 KANDWLIQUOR

PHONE: (516) 326-7721
CELL: (516) 807-3405
EMAIL: KARENKWINCE@GMAIL.COM

1 Nassau Blvd,
Garden City South,
NY 11530 N

RUSTICABRICKOVEN COM

o(@rusti ri n.com

RESTAURANT \
et o e A AR

(516) 775-5000 Fax (516) 775-5555
midvalleycollision@att.net

LINDA SUCARI

AUTO TRENDS INC.
117S HEMPSTEAD TPKE FRANKLIN SQUARE, N.Y. 11010

abeth Martine Joseph Jaghab
Bre Ba g Business Banking Relationship
Dffice Manager

1010 Hempstead Turnpike SA\"NGS BANK 1981 Marcus Avenue Suite 110
Franklin Square, NY 11010 Lake Success, NY 11042
(516) 775-1010 "“Ii.f)'llz.““ (718) 240-3006
Fax (516)775-0407 Fax (718) 906-0739
martinez@ridgew ank.com jjaghab@ridgewoodbank.com
www.ridgewoodbank.com n @ @ www.ridgewoodbank.com




Specializing in ¢
st hinss  ORO PURO I )
ding Bands <l Designers & Importers Of "
Diamonds Fine Italian Jewelry * \
P 14K & 18K Gold, Diamonds, Platinum S
‘ Special Orders, Repairs -

Open

Mon -Thurs Teddy, Christina
10:30am -5:00pm

o0 em E5%  516.328.7376 ' 516.328.1206

W' 8:30pm - 12:00am = y/ Fax: 516.328.7329
10:31?0;;.";&_ §a50 - 1033 Hempstead Tpke., Franklin Square, NY 11010

GEORGE
Rellly ’S 140 Cherry Valley Avenue

West Hempstead, NY 11552

AUTO BODY
e Phone: 516-538-8585

Fa.x: 516-280-5125
FREE ESTIMATES - WALK INS WELCOME e-Mail: Reillysautobodyinc@gmail.com

WORK WITH ALL INSURANCES

C C

Filomena’s

[ J
Italian Restaurant & Caterers
1039 Hempstead Turnpike Franklin Square, NY 11010
www.myfilomenas.com
A Family Tradition Since 1972
(516) 437-4919

2 3
»>

4 the TN
mg; flower shoppe =~
.@‘\

14 NEW HYDE PARK ROAD
( ACROSS FROM ST. CATHERINE CHURCH )
FRANKLIN SQUARE, N.Y. 11010
(516) 354-6165 - (516) 354-4291

Nii® __/ i _ www.theflowershoppeny.com



http://www.myfilomenas.com
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ARDITO & ARDITO

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
Your Plan - Your Way™

WILLS « TRUSTS « ESTATES
PERSONAL INJURY « REAL ESTATE

JOHN A. ARDITO, ESQ.
JOSEPH ARDITO, ESQ.

659 Franklin Avenue, Franklin Square, NY 11010
1044 Franklin Avenue, Suite 208, Garden City, NY 11530
516.825.0500

www.ArditoLaw.com

Christopher Cianciulli

Franchise Owner /

721 Franklin Avenue
Franklin Square, NY 11010 oY

(516) 792- 6246 N )‘

HERSHEYS We now carry a full line of Hershey’s Ice Cream
lee. Crieam, products and Italian Ices!
redmangofs@gmail.com

redmangousa.com
redmangofranchising.com
@ facebook.com/redmango
@) @redmangofs



http://www.ArditoLaw.com

TEL: (516) 437-2100 FAX (516) 437-2101
CELL: (516) 633-8543 ELMONTFHEGMAIL.COM

ELMONT FUNERAL HOME INC.
Joseph E. Camolli
James M. Soviero
Shakira Munir
1529 Hempstead Turnpike
Elmont, NY 11003

https://www.elmontfuneralhomeltd.com/

¢ TNT LIQUIDATORS

; 5 DYNAMITE DISCOUNTERS

FOOD * CLOTHING + GIFTWARE
PAPER GOODS + WHOLESALE + RETAIL

[n] 44 [u] LARRY TALT

516-216-5998 X 347-813-4785
984 HEMPSTEAD TPKE. e &y 73-60 GRAND AVE
FRANKLIN SQUARE, NY 11010 Ofe%. £ MASPETH, NY 11378




Senior Living And
NEW Adult Day Program

PHS offers engaging activities, social events,
and meaningful friendships to seniors!

<L AT
Vo> |

> Plattduetsche

Home Society
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Franklin Square
Dental Care rric

@ pr. Magardician has been poudmmb of
the communi ty fo ov 38 years and prides
herself on patient ¢

located in the VFW parking lot on Lincn Road. | (5 16) 3 2 8'8 200
828 Hempstead Tpke. info@fsdentalcare.com
Franklin Square, NY 11010 www.fsdentalcare.com




EST 1995

ANTERPS

747 Hempstead Turnpike
Franklin Square, NY 11010

603 Hempstead Turnpike, West Hempstead, NY 732-917-3331

O Wild Fork Your Neighborhood ~—"

MEAT & SEAFOOD MARKET Meat & Seafood Market

BLAST FROZEN FOR FRESHNESS

We blast freeze all of our products to keep your protein fresh until you’re ready to cook it. Blast freezing
seals in vitamins & minerals and reduces crystallization, keeping your meat fresher and more flavorful

for longer, guaranteed.

(2) USDA CHOICE BEEF BLACK ANGUS BEEF THICK
RIBEYE STEAK 2 PACK NY STRIP STEAK 2 PACK

BROCOLLI AND CHEESE S SN |  BABY HASSELBACK BAKED
GRATIN S T POTATOES MAC & CHEESE

cut CHOCOLATE LAVA
ASPARAGUS CAKE

YOUR #1 CHOICE FOR MEAT AND SEAFOOD




THANK YOU TO OUR
NEWSLETTER
ADVERTISERS !

Your generosity makes this newsletter possible!

AMERICA LODGE #2245
ORDER SONS AND DAUGHTERS OF ITALY IN AMERICA®

www.americalodge2245.com

nﬂg FRANKLIN SQUARE
%{ -— PHARMACYv&SURGICAL -

Together let’s make every patient’s life
healthier and happier
We Acce ’rMosf,lnf%anc s & QTC cards

Serving the neighborhood with care
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http://www.americalodge2245.com

- INJURED?

CALL US
(516) 696-3200

We are committed to helping our clients

JOHN GIUFFRE

is a trial lawyer with over 35 years of experience

* Car Accidents

 Motorcycle and Truck Accidents
« Slip, Trip and Falls

 Medical Malpractice/Bedsores

* Dog Bites

( \]1 GIUFFRE LAW OFFICES, PC.

52 COVERT AVENUE | STEWART MANOR, NY 11530

WWW.GIUFFRELAW.COM

“DON'T DELAY, CALL JOHN GIUFFRE.



