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OPresident' s Offeasage

Welcome to winter 2026. As | write this, it’s snowing heavily, and™the temperature is 24 degrees,
but it feels more like 5 degrees. | usually love winter but this year | can’t wait for spring to start. It’s
a good thing we booked our annual fishing trip a few days ago. Now, we have something to look
orward to. Save the date, it will be July 25th. We are also booking the date for our annual picnic
in September. More to follow on that.

February is a short month, but it has so many special days. Groundhog Day is February 2nd. Next,
there is Valentine’s Day, President’s Day (or George Washington’s birthday-read your newsletter
to find out more) and then Ash Wednesday, on February 18th. the night of our General Meeting.

At America Lodge we will start February with our Carnevale party on February 1st. Mary Sperrazza
and the book club will host another incredible, and romantic, movie night featuring the movie “Solo
Mio”. Tony Melody from Rotten Tomatoes says, “this is a well-acted tale with a twist. The
cinematography and locations are gorgeous. You don’t see many movies rated PG these days,
and this is a good one.” Join us on February 12th for an evening of fun and heart-warming
laughter. Our night at the opera on March 239 will probably be sold out by the time you read
this. Madama Butterfly is one of Puccini’s greatest works with its hauntingly beautiful, emotionally
powerful score, making it a quintessential tragic love story. Then on April 18t we will board a
deluxe coach for our trip to Little Italy for an exciting look into our wonderful culture and heritage.
The casino trip on April 25t is sold out and is certainly a favorite. Look for the event flyers in this
newsletter for more details on these events! America Lodge has a lot of fun events planned with
more to come! It’s no wonder that America Lodge is the place where friends become family.

This year is our country’s 250» anniversary and because we are America Lodge, we are working
on some extra special festivities in July to commemorate our country’s birthday, as well as
celebrating America Lodge. Come to our General Meetings to find out more.

At our last meeting we were busy reviewing and approving our 2026 budget. | am happy to say it
was accepted and we are full steam ahead. These last few months, our Nominating Committee
has been busy at work and at our January meeting they presented a full slate of officers. The
slate, as presented, was approved by the members so next month we will have a formal vote to
receive the slate. Thank you to our committee members for the great job that they did.

Lastly, in February we will start a share the wealth board to support our annual scholarship
program. Hopefully everyone will participate by buying a box, and we can draw the numbers in
March. To get the latest and the greatest information, read your newsletter cover-to-cover!. It was,
after all, voted the best newsletter in New York! And don’t forget to visit our website for details and
photos on upcoming and past events, America Lodge and OSDIA history just to name a few.

Stay warm, stay safe and | will see you at Carnevale if not before.
Fraternally,

Joe
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2023, 2025 Best Newsletter 2024 Most Informative Newsletter

St Valentine 8 Dag

Welcome to your February newsletter!

2

" ﬁ As we do every February, we are celebrating love... Italian style! @ Have
‘ you ever wondered how fast angels fly? Well, we’ve figured it out! Be sure to ‘
check out our fascinating article on page 8 for the answer, along with a bonus "
piece exploring whether angels can read our thoughts.

Of course, it wouldn’t be February without mentioning St. Valentine. Our
heartfelt article on page 9 reminds us all to love often and love well.

Hear ye, hear ye, hear ye! We are proud to announce our official slate of Officers, approved at our
January General Membership Meeting. On page 10, you’ll meet this diverse and energetic group of .
volunteers who have chosen to dedicate their time, talent, and treasure (does that sound familiar?) to
America Lodge for the next two years. |

February isn’t all about love, though — we’re also celebrating President’s Day! Don’t miss the : .
excellent article Mark put together on page 11. We’re willing to bet you’ll learn something new. ’ ;

Now... back to love — because it is February! As part of our celebration of Italian culture and -
heritage, we explore the Language of Music on page 12. This wonderful article traces the beginnings .
of musical notation and instruction — and yes, you can probably guess where it originated from! '

This year, Ash Wednesday falls on February 18th, the same day as our General Membership Meeting. -
We thought it fitting to include a touching article from The Catholic Company on page 13, offering -
meaningful guidance on preparing for Lent. v

Have you ever wondered why a famous play written by an English poet was set in Verona, Italy? The
intriguing answer awaits you on page 14 — and once again, it may not come as much of a surprise!

There’s so much happening as we celebrate our Italian heritage, culture, and American history. Be sure
to check out all the flyers in this newsletter, and don’t forget to visit our website for news, events, and
photos.

Lastly, many of us have heard about the recent tragic weather events in Sicily. Please take a moment to "-‘-if-» r
pray for the families affected by the devastating cyclone and landslides. Whether Sicilian, Calabrese, o .
Venetian, or Roman, we are all Italian brothers and sisters. ' ' '

Thank you for being part of our America Lodge family — and enjoy the newsletter!

Ciao!
Donna

NEWSLETTER REMINDER-Deadline for the March Newsletter is February 20th, 2026. For planning purposes, all articles for publication shou
received by the Friday after the General Meeting. We welcome photos with your article! Please email Donna Johnson or text (518) 681-7915. The
Newsletter team reserves the right to edit articles, letters, advertisements, and other material submitted for publication, for its length, clarity,

accuracy, grammar, and spelling and for conformity to the ideals of the Order. ' ‘ v
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Membership Corner

We're excited to share that at our January 21st meeting, we welcomed two prospective
members who will be officially installed at our February 18th meeting. It's always wonderful
to see our Lodge continuing to grow!

A friendly reminder that America Lodge membership dues were due on December 31st, and
notices have already been sent. To remain a “member in good standing,” please be sure to
submit your dues as soon as possible to avoid any lapse in membership. Payments can be
made payable to America Lodge #2245 and mailed to: Maria Passalacqua, 265
Cleveland St., Franklin Square, NY 11010.

As 2026 moves forward, let's keep the momentum going by spreading the word about
America Lodge! Talk to your family, friends, neighbors, and co-workers about joining our
Lodge family—new members are the heartbeat of a vibrant and thriving Lodge. If you know
someone who may be interested, please contact Jo Ann Maggio at (516) 850-5288 or
madsav1l128@yahoo.com for an application. You can also visit our website at
www.americalodge2245.com/Membership.

And if you're feeling especially neighborly, we’d love for you to bring a friend to our February
General meeting—we can’t wait to welcome them!

Check out our Website and Facebook page! We post
photos of our meetings and events, provide
informative posts on our Italian Culture and Heritage
and keep our members informed about Lodge and local
events! Come log on and see what we’re up to! Find us on

Facebook
America Lodge #2245

UPCOMING EVENTS

February 1st, America Lodge Annual Carnevale party! 1-5 pm, American Legion, West Hempstead.
February 3rd & 24th, America Lodge Mah Jongg 3:30-6:00 pm, Franklin Square Library.
February 3rd, America Lodge Council Meeting. Franklin Square Library. 7:00 pm.

February 18th, America Lodge General Membership Meeting. Franklin Square VFW. 7:30 pm.

February 27, 2026 National OSDIA Scholarship due date! Visit: https://www.osdia.org/initiatives/
scholarships/

March 3rd, 24th, & 31st America Lodge Mah Jongg 3:30-6:00 pm, Franklin Square Library.

March 23rd, America Lodge Night at the Opera to see "Madama Butterfly.”

March 31, 2026 NYS Grand Lodge Scholarship due date! Visit: https://nysosdia.org/scholarships/

visit www.americalodge2245.com for Lodge events and details!
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ORDER SONS AND DAUGHTERS OF ITALY IN AMERICA® NEWS AND EVENTS

Check out the NEW NY Grand Lodge website at
www.nysosdia.org - - - ————— — — — — — — >>>>

Upcoming NYS Grand Lodge Events:

* February 28, 2026 Casino Night in support of the NY Grand Lodge Foundation and
the Marty Lyons Foundation.

« March 31, 2026 NYS Grand Lodge Foundation Scholarship Application Due Date.

* April 7, 2026 Cooley’s Anemia Dine Around.

+ April 24, 2026 NY Grand Lodge Golden Lion Awards Dinner. For more details visit:

https://nysosdia.org/events/

Garibaldi Meucci Museum Events:

February 27, 2026 An Evening with Ray Monte: Honoring the Legacy of Lou Monte at
Lorenzo’s, Staten Island. For details and more events, visit:
https://www.garibaldimeuccimuseum.com/upcoming-events

Commission for Social Justice Luncheon:
June 14, 2026 CSJ Luncheon honoring NYS IPP Biagio Isgro at Russo’s on the Bay.

Buon Compleanno

==I'EBBRAI1O==

celebrants!

Joseph Camolli, Vincenzo Davi, Ann Marie Drosman,
Lauren Kobler, Cindy Lampasi, Gloria Maffettone, Marie
Maltese, Concetta Moryl, Phyllis Ann O’Connell,
Christopher Ventura, Rossana Weitekamp, Brian Lynch,
Giuseppina Tripoli, Vincenzo Tripoli, Joseph Cavaliere,
Louisa Pironi, Loreto Mancini, Harriet Verde.
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February

2026

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
1
America
Lodge Annual
Carnevale!
See flyer pg.
17.
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
America Lodge NFL Super
Groundhog Mah Jongg! Bowl
Day 3:30-6:00 pm. Fr.
Sq. Library.
—eso——

America Lodge
Council Meeting
7:00 pm Franklin
Square Library

9 10 11 12 13 14 15
St.
Il Dolce Libro Valentine’s
presents “Solo Day!
Mio” at the

Regal Lynbrook
theatre. 7:50 pm
See flyer pg. 18.

16 17 18 19 20 21 22
President’s Ash Wednesday
Day —e——
America Lodge
General
Membership
Meeting 7:30
pm Fr. Sq. VFW
23 24 25 26 27 28
America
Lodge Mah
Jongg!
3:30-6:00 pm.

Fr. Sq. Library.




How fast can angels fly?

As fast as lightning? Maybe even warp-speed fast?

This is a trick question. After all, we are talking about pure spirits who are without bodies and
therefore do not have the limitations we have.

Angels do not move like we do. They aren’t bogged down by a sandy beach or bullied by strong winds
or blocked by a wall. Instead of physically running from place to place, as we must, they are present
wherever they choose to be, or in other words, wherever their will is acting.

Their presence, then, can be instantaneous.

St. Thomas Aquinas says, “"An angel can be in one place in one instant and in another place in the next
instant, without any time intervening.”

So, according to our understanding of “fast” - that is, moving from one place to another as quickly as
possible- the angels are indeed fast.

Can angels read our thoughts?

Do our heavenly friends know what we’re thinking?
“'God alone,” says St. Thomas Aquinas, “can know the thoughts of hearts and affections of wills.”
So no, angels can’t read our minds.

But the angels - our guardian angels especially - can often tell what we’re thinking based on physical
cues such as facial expressions.

It makes sense, if you think about it. A family member or a good friend can often tell what we’re
thinking or feeling just by the slump of our shoulders or the very slight smile on our faces.

Our guardian angels saw us grow up. They’'ve seen our faces and mannerisms since we were babies.
They’'ve been at our side 24/7 for all our existence, so they certainly can tell a lot through our subtle
external signals (especially considering that their intellects are far superior to ours).

So does the fact that angels can’t actually mind-read mean that we always have to pray out loud to
communicate with them? No. We can, without the aid of articulated words, communicate any thoughts
or prayers we desire to share with them. God allows such things through His power.

"Angels can know specific thoughts that we willfully desire to communicate with them...Therefore, as
soon as we make the decision to speak with or to pray to the angels, they will become aware of what
we want to communicate to them.” -Fr. Matthew Hincks, ORC, Opus Sanctorum Angelorum.

If you think about it, this is rather fun, since it's so different from how we communicate with other
humans. Words are, at best, only estimations of our thoughts. They are always a translation of sorts,
never quite reaching the accuracy of the original language. It can even be a source of sorrow and
frustration when we can only imperfectly convey our ideas through human language.

But with angels, we can convey our thoughts and prayers just as they are. Instantaneously. Presto.
How cool!

And how comforting is it to have a friend with whom we can communicate so easily, who often already
knows how we’re feeling.

https://www.catholiccompany.com/blogs/get-fed/how-fast-can-angels-fly
https://www.catholi mpany.com/bl t-f n-angels-r -our-th ht
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Who was the real St. Valentine?

Remember, it’s not Valentine’s Day-it’'s Saint Valentine’s
Day.

You have to wonder whether St. Valentine and St. Patrick
commiserate in Heaven about their feast days being somewhat
obscured by their popular celebrations.

N % Treating your sweetheart to a nice dinner or a box of chocolates

19 on Valentine’s day is certainly a nice thing to do. However, as

’ part of your celebrations, be sure to call to mind Saint
Valentine, whose real story is usually forgotten on his feast day.

We actually don’t know a lot for sure about this saint. He was
either a Roman priest or a bishop in central Italy who was martyred in the 3rd century.
His remains are buried along the Via Flaminia in Rome.

The connection between him and romantic love is also a bit uncertain. One legend says
that he secretly married Christian couples, a grave offense according to the persecuting
government. Some versions say that this favor was done particularly for Roman
soldiers, who were not allowed to marry since—the government thought—this would
make them unwilling to risk their lives in war.

The customs we associate with St. Valentine’s Day are traceable to the Middle Ages.
Based on the tradition that birds began to pair on St. Valentine’s Day, lovers exchanged
letters and tokens of affection on this day. We see references to these customs in
literature from 14th- and 15th-century France and England.

Whatever the veracity of the legends surrounding the life of St. Valentine, we know that
this holy priest existed, and that he died for his faith during a time of bitter
persecution. His very status as a martyr makes him an apt patron for love: he and his
fellow-martyrs illustrate to us, through their sufferings, the depth of their love for
Christ, Who is Love Himself.

As you enjoy your day with your sweetheart, remember the love of St. Valentine,
which gave him the courage to suffer everything for the sake of his Beloved—and made
him a saint.

Not all of us are called to prove our love by physical martyrdom, but we can live out the
vocation to love by sacrificing ourselves in smaller, though still powerful, ways—that is
what love is about! Remind yourself to love often and well ...

"The greatest of these is Love." 1 Corinthians 13:13

CREDIT: https://www.catholiccompany.com/blogs/get-fed/who-was-the-real-st-valentine/
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PRESIDENT’S DAY

This year we celebrate President’s Day February 16th. Your Lion’s Roar newsletter has
already discussed how President’s Day officially remains George Washington’s
birthday (February 2023 issue), although it was unofficially changed to President’s
Day, back in the 1980’'s, due in part to advertising campaigns creating those
wonderful “President’s Day” sales.

And we've also written about Luigi Del Bianco (September 2025 issue). If you recall,
the Italian born Luigi was hired to be the chief stone carver on the Mount Rushmore
National Memorial. Luigi’s job was to carve the “refinement of expression” or detail in
the faces.

So, for President’s Day- we mean George Washington’s birthday- we thought it would

be interesting to review how the President’s were selected to grace the granite face

of Mt. Rushmore. Interesting fact: Mount Rushmore—was named after New York
lawyer Charles E. Rushmore who donated $5,000 toward sculpting the mountain that bore his name. You knew there had to be a New
York connection in there somewhere...

President Calvin Coolidge dedicated the project- with thousands in attendance- on August 10, 1927, and encouraged the inclusion of
two Republican and one Democrat president. According to the National Park Service website four presidents were selected because
they represented the most important events in the history of the United States. They represent the first 150 years of U.S. history: birth,
growth, preservation, and development. Each president was chosen to signify a distinct period or achievement in American history,
making the mountain a narrative of the nation’s story.

But why South Dakota? The idea came from South Dakota's state historian, Doane Robinson, to attract tourism by carving heroes into
the Black Hills. Discussion began in the 1920’s as a way to help South Dakota’s struggling economy. Mount Rushmore was chosen for its
sturdy granite and good sun exposure. The proposed subjects however changed from Western heroes to four U.S. presidents to give it
national significance. And on October 31, 1941, Mount Rushmore National Memorial was declared completed. Mount Rushmore is now
visited by nearly 3 million people annually.

Can you remember the names of those four presidents?

George Washington (Birth): The first president, symbolizing the nation's founding and independence. George Washington’s face was
the first to be carved on Mount Rushmore and was officially dedicated on July 4, 1930.

Thomas Jefferson (Growth): The third president, representing territorial expansion, notably the Louisiana Purchase. The Jefferson
carving was the second face to be sculpted on the mountain and was dedicated on August 30, 1936, with President Franklin D.
Roosevelt in attendance.

Theodore Roosevelt (Development): The 26th president, symbolizing American development, conservation, and the Panama
Canal. Theodore Roosevelt’s face was the last to be carved on Mount Rushmore but he was placed third in order.

Abraham Lincoln (Preservation): The 16th president, embodying the preservation of the Union during the Civil War. Lincoln's sculpture,
dedicated in 1937, was positioned on the far right of the cliff, presenting unique carving challenges due to the detail required for his
beard.

Overall, the project cost $989,992.32, and took 14 years to complete. Money well spent because after about 500,000 years, the faces
will likely have lost some definition, but the basic shape of the presidents’ heads may last up to 7 million years!

As our nation approaches its 250t anniversary and since we are “"America” Lodge, the only lodge named after America, if we were to
create our own Mt. Rushmore of America Lodge presidents, whom would we pick? I think we could safely say Joseph Montemarano
would be our George Washington, but who would be our other three? Something to think about during your long “President’s Day”
weekend.

Source: Mount Rushmore: Dynamite Facts and Surprising
History | Travel South Dakota

These Four Presidents? - Mount Rushmore National
ial (U.S. National Park Service)
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i " adian - The finguageof Music -

1 __tBack in February of 2023 we wrote an article titled “The Language of Love, v
o 1reportmg that when 320 translators were asked which language is the most- l :
“ romantic language, ltalian was their top pick. But did you know, Italian is also; : {
the language of music?

_TAA
I

gt The Renaissance, that period of history beginning in the 1400’s, saw the great— ‘—'u
city-states of Florence, Venice, and Milan host extravagant parties showcasing
-==the region’s affection for the arts, paintings, sculptures, architecture, as well as

Lo _science and music. With so much wealth and money in these city-states, artists 1

— -' «and composers from around Italy and Europe flocked there to find work. : T};;:;;; =

> ' @

I WQXR radio, the classical music station serving North Jersey and NYC, said=
; gﬂ zeven if you don’t know how to read music, there’s no doubt you’ve encountered-# {;—f;j
~ loads of Italian during your musical experiences. Music is often said to be a &

universal language, but Italian just might be the language of music itself.
?""‘”"
3

@'T”—H“Composers began wanting to instruct ensembles not only on what notes {0 « " ; —]
—o o “play, but how they should be played. Italian composers were the first to adopt™

% & %music notation, and then the first to add annotations (language to indicate |
3 expressmn) to their scores. The popularity of the Italian language in music was- I TT‘;

-

B T—"also helped by the fact that Italians were skills at publishing, printing, and | # -
A distributing sheet music, beginning in the 1600’s. And because the seat of the®

-1 Catholic Church was in Rome, this also helped Italian musical annotation —
| qwckly grow. = n— 3

— ;g LR, . B

e Between the lines and spaces composers added instructions like “staccato!”
= The author of The NPR Classical Music Companion discussed how so many of |
e l-}i - —these musical forms started in Italy and the original names for the forms were in- % o P

g ‘Itallan The names for the dynamic markings, speed or expression, i.e. presto, ;3&:‘&"«1‘1
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o, | 'between speakers whose native languages are different. Of course, Italian isnty —fv-——k—
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https://www.npr.org/transcripts/15040264
https://www.wqxr.org/story/why-do-we-use-italian-words-describe-music/
https://www.wqxr.org/story/why-do-we-use-italian-words-describe-music/
https://nolaschoolofmusic.com/blog/why-is-music-terminology-in-italian

Lent rarely sneaks up on us by accident. The Church gives us signs well in advance. Readings
shift, and there is a subtle invitation to slow down and take stock. Even in the season of
Ordinary Time, we know that soon the penitential season will begin.

With one month until the start of Lent, the Church is already asking a quiet question: Are you
ready to begin the journey well?

Lent is not meant to be improvised. After all, it happens every year. It is a season of
intentional conversion, and like any meaningful pilgrimage, preparation matters. When we
wait until Ash Wednesday to think about fasting, prayer, or sacrifice, we often start hurried
and distracted. But when we prepare our hearts ahead of time, Lent becomes less about
doing more and more about becoming different.

This preparatory month is an opportunity to notice what already weighs on the soul. What
habits need refining? What relationships need healing? What distractions quietly pull us from
God? Lent helps us to reveal matters that need spiritual attention.

The Church has always understood Lent as a journey, not a challenge. It is forty days of
walking with Christ toward the Cross, trusting that resurrection follows. This is why many
saints speak of beginning Lent before Lent begins, through prayerful intention rather
than sudden austerity. A prepared heart enters Lent with clarity and peace instead of
pressure.

Mary shows us how to do this. She pondered. She listened. She carried the mystery quietly
until it unfolded in God’s time. This is why Lent accompanied by Mary becomes less about
self-mastery and more about surrender. Walking with Mary day by day offers a steady,
maternal guide through Lent.

As this month unfolds, allow prayer to shape your expectations for Lent rather than waiting
for discipline to do the work alone.

St. Louis de Montfort said: "When the Holy Spirit, her spouse, finds Mary in a soul, He flies
there, He enters there in His fullness, He communicates Himself to that soul abundantly." —
True Devotion to Mary

When Ash Wednesday arrives, may it find us not scrambling, but ready.

https://www.catholiccompany.com/blogs/get-fed/lent-starts-in-one-month-will-you-be-ready



https://www.catholiccompany.com/products/true-devotion-to-mary?_pos=1&_psq=true+devotion&_ss=e&_v=1.0
https://www.catholiccompany.com/products/true-devotion-to-mary?_pos=1&_psq=true+devotion&_ss=e&_v=1.0
https://www.catholiccompany.com/blogs/get-fed/lent-starts-in-one-month-will-you-be-ready

Have you ever wondered why a play written by an English poet was set in Verona, Italy?

Shakespeare set Romeo and Juliet in Verona, but he didn’t invent the story or the city choice.
The tragic love story existed decades before Shakespeare, in Italian literature.

Luigi da Porto was born in 1485, in Vicenza, Italy (near Verona). He was a Venetian
nobleman, soldier and writer. He wasn’t a playwright like Shakespeare, he was more of a
melancholic Renaissance gentleman who wrote one hugely influential love story.

Luigi returned to Vicenza in his late twenties, wounded while serving in the Venetian Republic.
The injury left him partially paralyzed and ended any expectation of a military career. Like
many men of his class, he withdrew to the family estate, where reading and writing replaced
action.

Before the war, he had moved in noble circles that included the Savorgnan family. There he
became attached to Lucina Savorghan, a young woman whose marriage had already been
arranged for political reasons. No record suggests the attachment was ever formalized. It did
not need to be. Such matches were settled by families, not individuals.

Confined by illness and disappointment, da Porto began writing. Around 1524 he composed a
novella he titled “Historia novellamente ritrovata di due nobili amanti.” He placed the story in
Verona, a city with a well-known history of factional conflict. The family names he used—
Montecchi and Cappelletti—were drawn from real political groups mentioned in earlier Italian
sources, including Dante.

Da Porto’s account introduced several elements that would define all later versions: two young
lovers from opposing houses, a secret courtship, a friar who attempts to reconcile the families,
and a tragic ending brought about by chance and miscommunication. Unlike later
dramatizations, his narrative was measured in tone, shaped by Renaissance ideas of fate,
honor, and social order.

The lovers’ deaths functioned as a moral resolution. Their private passion could not survive
within the rigid structures of noble society; only their loss was sufficient to end the feud. This
conclusion reflected the values of da Porto’s world, where individual desire was subordinate to
family and state.

Da Porto did not publish widely, nor did he live to see the reach of his work. After his death in
1529, the story was adapted by Matteo Bandello, translated into French and English, and
eventually reshaped by William Shakespeare into a stage tragedy.

What began as a restrained Italian novella, written by a wounded nobleman in retirement,
became one of the most enduring narratives of Western literature—its origins largely forgotten,
though its structure remained.
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January Lion’s Roar Newsletter-

“What a nice thought that even the animals had a Saint to watch over them and bless them.
Too often animals were just taken for granted, especially way back in the old days. They
were used for protection, working in the fields, some were even used for food or maybe just
for being a loving companion. God Bless Sant’ Antonio Abate for all that he did for the
animals, the land and their beautiful Italian community. “

Anthony Spano

<

“Tonight, | sat at my desk, ate dinner and read the ‘
January Lion’s Roar.

Every month you out do yourself. The information you

supply about our heritage and traditions, when they

started and the origins behind them gives me real pride “
in being Italian!

Reading about La Befana and Galileo and let’s not forget
the origins of the Tricolore!
All I can say is Thank you!” '

Maria Passalacqua

THANK YOU FOR THE “"LOVE
CETTERS"...
If you are enjoying your Lion’s
Roar Newsletter, click HERE to
let us know! We’d LOVE to hear
from you!!



mailto:mdjohnson1020@gmail.com?subject=I%20Love%20the%20Newsletter!
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$50.00 per

Gourmet pasta dishes

prepared by Chef and e person
America Lodge PRESENTS

member *new*magic

Rob Tinelli! from
W\ ET [[HETY
And other food will be arneval e Anthony
served!

Spano

MASKS - MUSIC - FOOD - SURPRISES

SUNDAY FEBRUARY 1, 2026
1:00 PM-5:00 PM.
AMERICAN LEGION
233 WOODLAWN ROAD
WEST HEMPSTEAD

Call or text Karen Mollish (516) 852-2823
W to reserve your space 5
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%  AMERICA LODGE #2245

Il Dolce Libro Book Club ¢ e
presents gj

SOLO MIO S{\)
«

,l’/

IN THEATERS FEBRUARY 6
AAAAAA

Group seats are officially sold out
HOWEVER
you can still attend this event as individual \
N seats are still available through the AMC =
//@, Lynbrook website or through Fandango.com! 3%
N We will be at the 8 pm showing.

— \ \/’\ Hope to see you there!!
W\

= OV
S THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 12™

)) 7:50 PM &

j A\ REGAL LYNBROOK THEATRE +

7\ \ Contact Mary Sperazza (516) 993-8453F %
\
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GE #2245

PRESENTSATRIPTO
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WINDCREE

AP ‘
CcO 0 H $30.00 BACK
ea :0 promptly from behind Citibank on

ead Turnpike, Franklin Square, NY

BAGELS & WATER SERVED ON THE BUS

RSVP WITH NAME, PHONE # AND
NUMBER OF PEOPLE
TO:
@ Ellen Andrasick
D @ 245 Cleveland St.
Franklin Square, NY 11010
(516) 317-0686




Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America®

America Lodge #2245

Presents
Giacomo Puccini’s

Monday, March 23rd, 2026 at 7:00 pm
The Metropolitan Opera House Lincoln Center

| BAAE

L
! T o e i

Tickets for the Opera and Bus are $145.00
The price for only an Opera ticket is $100.00

Payment must be received by February 20, 2026

Contact Opera Chairperson Jo Falabella (516) 354-2989

Make checks payable to America Lodge #2245 and mail to:
Jo Falabella, 51 Vassar Street, Garden City, NY 11530

The bus departs from the public parking lot behind Wendy’s off Hempstead Turnpike in
Franklin Square. Please be there at 2:30 pm as the bus will leave at 3:00 pm SHARP.



&5 America Lodge #2245 |

presents our cmnlual

Join us for our annual fishing
event aboard the

Contact Annual Captn. Eddie B I
Fishing trip
Chairperson

Michael Avallone SAVE THE DATEY
(917) 299-7251 July 25 2026

details to follow..

'q‘
&) O
www.americalodge2245.com -;(ﬁ\ ‘




Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America®

America Lodge #2245
Franklin Square, NY 11010

We would like to invite you to renew your Advertising for 2026
in our Award Winning Newsletter

The Lion’s Roar

Our monthly Newsletter has won BEST NEWSLETTER in NEW YORK STATE for
2023 and 2025 AND for 2024!

For your advertising dollars, our Newsletter is sent to every member of America Lodge,
to OSDIA Lodge Presidents throughout New York State, is posted on our ever growing

Facebook page and uploaded onto our website www,americalodge2245.com!

For our half-page advertisers, we will continue to offer the 1/2 page Ad plus an Ad on
our website for an additional $25.00.

1/2 Page Ad in Monthly Newsletter: $200, plus America Lodge #2245 Website Advertising: $25.00.
1/4 Page Ad $140.00
1/8 Page Ad $90.00

Please attach a business card

Name:
Address:
Phone #: Email:

Please make check payable to America Lodge #2245

Check# Amount:

Mail checks to: Ellen Andrasick,
245 Cleveland St., Franklin Sq., NY 11010

Thank you for supporting America Lodge #2245

www.americalodge2245.com ¢ 3&






http://www.americalodge2245.com

COLDWELL BANKER
AMERICAN HOMES

THANK YOU T0 QUR ADVERTISERS!
WE APPRECIATE YOUR SUPPORT OF

®

Lo e AMERICA LOPGE #2245!
1016A Park Blvd.
Massapequa Park, NY 11762 SHOP LOCAL!
wsanfilippo@cbamhomes.com SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS!
C.516.606.3237 williamsanfilippo.com
0.516.798.4100 2 Bus
John Steve
[IT&F PORK STORE = Louis H. Petillo, EA
ﬁﬂ{‘.¢ % 4 Tax Accountant
Ad 7 De& IRS Enrolled Agent
DRY SAUSAGE * SOPRESSATA * RAvVIOLI
MOZZARELLA * SAUSAGE HEROS * SANDWICHES P i P A Pr{aiio) SaBar0

F (516) 538-7424
All Products Made Fresh On The Premises
"7(/¢Dd¢‘aa ] ill x@gmail.com

CATERING AVAILABLE

ACCOUNTING SERVICES INC. W

L-J 928 Hempstead Tpke 250 Nassau Blvd. So. Garden City, New York 11530

516-354-7T620 rrankin Square, NY 11010

- n W z [ CATERNG FOR (516) 358-7400
22

& KEIL BROS.
(S Bagel Doctor West
Garden World & Keil Brothers together... Mu‘ﬁns ® Rons b Tm . Cmissants
Nothing can be better!
FLUSHING FRANKLIN SQUARE
46-20 FRANCIS LEWIS BLVD. 500 FRANKLIN AVE
380 FRANKLIN AVENUE
FLUSHING, NY 11358 FR SQUARE, NY 11010
(718) 224-6789 AN 516 437.2030 RAFI KAHLOON FRANKLIN SQUARE, N.Y. 11010
FAX: (718) 225-2126 FAX: (516) 437-0465

W SARRICA SEW FINE

EMBROIDERY & SCREEN PRINTING

a Your One Stop Shop For 218 Frankin Ave. Frankiin Sq. N.Y. 11010

7 T 516-352-5836

’ Franklin Square, NY 11010 ww.w.se\_fvﬁneembr‘older*y.com
’ ‘ Call Us: (516) 277-0812 jomicole@aol.com

Text Us: (516) 874-3691
Santino F. Sarrica, CIC i 2/)_'
www.thesarri .CO

‘gea&& MichaelCaliendo

G rj Frank Caliendo
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“‘:‘f: e 11 Franklin Avenue
- ':*-";:,3‘ @ Franklin Square, NY 11010
ML..A

T (516) 354-5770
o s Frantlin ¢ Proche
o Ui *:.,,.k ‘ BRUNCHERY

P i

Rich Lodico Frank Devito
TULIP CATERERS o Wimﬂwm
W

ONE STOP DELI CATERER Since 1986

PARTY PLANNING AVAILABLE
w761 R ITALIAN MARKET

6) 326-8081 [ Eastern Meat Farm

e Ty s 8% Fra quare 010 R EasternMeatFarm.com
G, S v MR ! (*ﬁi}‘v\ 721 Franklin Avenue ® Franklin Square, NY 11010
' il “ F pcatere 0 516-872-3450 ¢ 516-872-1706-Fax

1097 HEMPSTEAD TURNPIKE
FRANKLIN SQUARE, N.Y. 11010

Krauss1097@yahoo.com
Kkraussfuneralhome.com

516 - 352-2080
Stephen P. Graziano Ws)

Owner - Manager FUNERAL HOME
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KAREN FALKOWSKI

PRESIDENT/CEO
163 NEW HYDE PARK ROAD

'fo,l @KANDWLIQUORS FRANKLIN SQUARE, NY 11010 0 KANDWLIQUOR

PHONE: (516) 326-7721
CELL: (516) 807-3405
EMAIL: KARENKWINCE@GMAIL.COM

1 Nassau Blvd,
Garden City South,
NY 11530 N

RUSTICABRICKOVEN COM

- R E ST A URA Nva \
o(@rusti ri n.com
AKE OU -RE ‘LIVER
1 = i1l v h

(516) 775-5000 Fax (516) 775-5555
midvalleycollision@att.net

LINDA SUCARI

AUTO TRENDS INC.
117S HEMPSTEAD TPKE FRANKLIN SQUARE, N.Y. 11010

abeth Martine Joseph Jaghab
Bre Ba g Business Banking Relationship
Dffice Manager

1010 Hempstead Turnpike SA\"NGS BANK 1981 Marcus Avenue Suite 110
Franklin Square, NY 11010 Lake Success, NY 11042
(516) 775-1010 "“Ii.f)'llz.““ (718) 240-3006
Fax (516)775-0407 Fax (718) 906-0739
martinez@ridgew ank.com jjaghab@ridgewoodbank.com
www.ridgewoodbank.com n @ @ www.ridgewoodbank.com




Specializing in ¢
st hinss  ORO PURO I )
ding Bands <l Designers & Importers Of "
Diamonds Fine Italian Jewelry * \
P 14K & 18K Gold, Diamonds, Platinum S
‘ Special Orders, Repairs -

Open

Mon -Thurs Teddy, Christina
10:30am -5:00pm

o0 em E5%  516.328.7376 ' 516.328.1206

W' 8:30pm - 12:00am = y/ Fax: 516.328.7329
10:31?0;;.";&_ §a50 - 1033 Hempstead Tpke., Franklin Square, NY 11010

GEORGE
Rellly ’S 140 Cherry Valley Avenue

West Hempstead, NY 11552

AUTO BODY
e Phone: 516-538-8585

Fa.x: 516-280-5125
FREE ESTIMATES - WALK INS WELCOME e-Mail: Reillysautobodyinc@gmail.com

WORK WITH ALL INSURANCES

C C

Filomena’s

[ J
Italian Restaurant & Caterers
1039 Hempstead Turnpike Franklin Square, NY 11010
www.myfilomenas.com
A Family Tradition Since 1972
(516) 437-4919

2 3
»>

4 the TN
mg; flower shoppe =~
.@‘\

14 NEW HYDE PARK ROAD
( ACROSS FROM ST. CATHERINE CHURCH )
FRANKLIN SQUARE, N.Y. 11010
(516) 354-6165 - (516) 354-4291

Nii® __/ i _ www.theflowershoppeny.com



http://www.myfilomenas.com
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ARDITO & ARDITO

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
Your Plan - Your Way™

WILLS « TRUSTS « ESTATES
PERSONAL INJURY « REAL ESTATE

JOHN A. ARDITO, ESQ. JOSEPH ARDITO, ESQ.
DANIEL J. AURIEMMA, ESQ.

659 Franklin Avenue, Franklin Square, NY 11010
1044 Franklin Avenue, Suite 208, Garden City, NY 11530
516.825.0500

www.ArditoLaw.com

Christopher Cianciulli

Franchise Owner /

721 Franklin Avenue
Franklin Square, NY 11010 oY

(516) 792- 6246 N )‘

redmangofs@gmail.com
redmangousa.com
redmangofranchising.com
@ facebook.com/redmango
@) @redmangofs



http://www.ArditoLaw.com

GIUFFRE

L.AW OFFrICES, P.C.

LONG ISLAND ~ BAYSIDE ~ BROOKLYN
Office: 516-358-5300 ~718-358-0100
Fax: 516-358-0400 ~ Web: GiuffreLaw.com

Car, Truck and Motorcycle Accidents
Construction Accidents ~ Dog Bites
Wrongful Death Medical Malpractice
Wills ~ Estates and Real Estate

EST 1995

ANTERI'S

ANTERPS

747 Hempstead Turnpike
Franklin Square, NY 11010




TEL: (516) 437-2100 FAX (516) 437-2101
CELL: (516) 633-8543 ELMONTFHEGMAIL.COM

ELMONT FUNERAL HOME INC.
Joseph E. Camolli
James M. Soviero
Shakira Munir
1529 Hempstead Turnpike
Elmont, NY 11003

https://www.elmontfuneralhomeltd.com/

¢ TNT LIQUIDATORS

; 5 DYNAMITE DISCOUNTERS

FOOD * CLOTHING + GIFTWARE
PAPER GOODS + WHOLESALE + RETAIL

[n] 44 [u] LARRY TALT

516-216-5998 X 347-813-4785
984 HEMPSTEAD TPKE. e &y 73-60 GRAND AVE
FRANKLIN SQUARE, NY 11010 Ofe%. £ MASPETH, NY 11378
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Experience The Best of Senior Living
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To Catch A Glimpse of Our Amazing Community
Search “Plattduetsche Home” On Instagram And Facebook
For A Virtual Tour Visit

plattseniorliving.com

N

» Plattduetsche

Home Society

Instagram

1150 Hempstead Turnpike Franklin Square (516) 352-4252
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Franklin Square
Dental Care rric

Narcisa Magardician, D.D.S.

Dr. Magardician has been a proud member of the
community for over 38 years and prides herself on
patient care!

T (516) 328-8200
828 Hempstead Tpke. info@fsdentalcare.com
Franklin Square, NY 11010 ~ www.fsdentalcare.com




Bruno M. Caracciolo Vincent B. Caracciolo

FRANKLIN FUNERAL HOME, INC.
42 NEW HYDE PARK ROAD
FRANKLIN SQUARE, NEW YORK 11010
(516) 775-9491

‘Pre-Arrangements and Pre-TFinancing Available

FranklinFuneralHome11010@gmail.com

Michelle R. Bivona Shanique Battle

Proud Member of the Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America®
for over 40 years!

U Wild Fork

WILDFORKFOODS.COM

SENIOR SALES LEADER
TATIANA.AUGUSTE@WILDFORKFOODS.COM

732-917-3331

603 HEMPSTEAD TURNPIKE, WEST HEMPSTEAD, NY 11552




