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America Lodge’s mission is to celebrate our Italian culture and heritage by honoring our ancestors’ 
visions of promoting, educating, supporting our members, and giving back to our communities. 
Joining together we create excitement, strengthen our bonds and advance the image of Italians 
everywhere.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Welcome to November! Last month America Lodge debuted her new 
motto, “America Lodge, where friends become family.” And with November 
being the start of the holiday season, with Thanksgiving on November 27th, 

it is one of my favorite holidays since it’s purely about gathering family and 
friends where we sit down and enjoy a delicious turkey dinner. Of course, 
being Italians, we start off with an antipasto and after the turkey and a 
million side dishes we conclude our dinner with nuts and fruits followed by 
coffee and dessert. But it’s each other’s company that fills our hearts. La 
Famiglia!
What a busy month October has been! Italian American Heritage month 
was established in 1989 by President George H.W. Bush to honor and 
recognize the centuries of achievements, successes, and valuable 

contributions Italian immigrants and Italian Americans gave the world and indeed America. America 
Lodge began the month with our beautiful and touching annual memorial mass. This prayerful 
celebration recalls our members who were called home as we continue to remember and pray for 
them. Next was our showing of Cinema Paradiso which has been credited with revitalizing Italy's 
film industry. Cinema Paradiso has been cited as one of the greatest films of all time and its ending is 
considered among the greatest endings in film history. Our General Membership meeting saw a 
presentation by Paul Van Wie, a member of America Lodge and former president of the Franklin 
Square Historical Society. This was a perfect nod and tribute to our wonderful Italian heritage with a 
discussion on Mother Cabrini. And if that wasn’t enough, we attended the Town of Hempstead 
raising of the Italian flag at Town Hall. This is a magnificent symbol of both patriotism and unity. 
  Then we marched in the OSDIA’s Long Island Columbus Day parade in Deer Park. America 
Lodge with her sea of red shirts helped to celebrate the official holiday of the Order. That’s correct, 
Columbus Day is proclaimed by the Supreme Lodge as the OFFICIAL HOLIDAY OF THE ORDER.
But, without question, the highlight of the month came at America Lodge’s 54th Annual Dinner 
Dance where we honored National President Thomas Lupo, NYS Grand Lodge President Arthur 
Spera and our very own Donna Giorandino Johnson Corresponding Secretary, editor of the Lions 
Roar, and creator of our website. Leonard’s Palazzo Grand Ballroom was the perfect venue to share 
the afternoon. We ate, drank, danced and most importantly enjoyed each other’s company. La 
Famiglia. A special thank you to our Dinner Dance chairs 1st Vice President Karen Mollish and IPP 
and District Two Trustee Andrew Monteleone. Many thanks as well to our Journal chair Debra 
Goldmann with the assistance of Anthony Spano and Anthony Mossa. I also want to thank everyone 
who helped make the afternoon such an overwhelming success.   
I want to remind everyone about your membership dues. Please see this issue’s Membership Corner 
and/or page 16 for more information.  I also want to encourage you to volunteer someone, or maybe 
you want to consider volunteering to serve America Lodge as an officer. I have appointed a 
Nominating Committee who will interview anyone who is interested. They will present their slate of 
officers at our January meeting, followed by elections in February. In March we will install 2026-2028 
elected group of officers at a ceremony steeped in tradition and pageantry.  
Lastly, at our November meeting we will be collecting nonperishable food items to help the food 
pantry at St. Catherine of Sienna Parish. To learn more, click here: Parish Outreach – St. Catherine 
of Sienna Our members, Mary Rose O’Hara and Donna Campanella, are in charge of this ministry’s 
outreach program where so many of our America Lodge members volunteer to help.  

GRAZIE,
Joe Armocida
President, America Lodge #2245

https://stcatherineofsienna.org/outreach/
https://stcatherineofsienna.org/outreach/
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To President Joseph 
Armocida, America Lodge 
members, family and 
friends, 

I would like to thank you 
from the bottom of my heart 
for the recognition I received at the 54th Anniversary 
Dinner Dance. As I mentioned at the dinner dance, you 
truly are my family, La Famiglia, and I am deeply honored, 
and incredibly grateful for the wonderful celebration, your 
friendship and love.  

Thank you so much to the dedicated Dinner Dance and Journal Chairpersons: Karen 
Mollish, Andrew Monteleone, Debra Goldmann, and committee members who worked 
tirelessly to make our Anniversary celebration such an outstanding event. The food, 
music, dancing, and journal were amazing! Each year gets better than the last! 

Thank you also for the meaningful gift of a commemorative brick at the Garibaldi 
Meucci Museum. It is an honor to receive such a gift and one that I will treasure for 
many, many years!  

I wish you all a wonderful Thanksgiving, shared with those you love around your table, 
with an appreciation for all that we have to be thankful for.  

I am thankful for you all. 

Donna 

mailto:mdjohnson1020@gmail.com


Membership Corner

by Membership Chairperson, Jo Ann Maggio


During our October 15th meeting, we installed 4 new members. Please 
welcome: Anne Marescia, Michael Marino, Marian Karcher, and 
Eovnya Pesone.  

For our existing members, remember Membership Dues are being 
collected now. See page 16 for the membership renewal application and 
send your dues payment in to Maria Passalacqua before the due date 
of December 31st to remain a member in good standing.  

Let’s keep up the great work by talking to our family, neighbors, friends, and co-workers about 
joining America Lodge #2245. Remember, new members are the key to keeping our Lodge 
vibrant and growing. If you have any prospective new members, please reach out to Jo Ann 
Maggio at (516) 850-5288 or madsav1128@yahoo.com for an application. You can also visit our 
website at www.americalodge2245.com/Membership. And if you’re feeling neighborly, 
consider bringing a friend to our November 19th meeting! 

UP COM ING  E V EN T S 


• November 3, America Lodge Council Meeting *note change in date!* 7:00 pm, Fr. Sq. Library.


• November 15, America Lodge trip to Wind Creek Casino. ** SOLD OUT** 


• November 19, America Lodge General Membership meeting. 7:30 pm, VFW Lincoln Rd. Fr. Sq.


    *Remember to bring in your St. Catherine of Sienna food drive items! See page 15 for details.


• December 2, America Lodge Council Meeting. 7:00 pm, Fr. Sq. Library.


• December 7, America Lodge Annual Christmas Party. See ad pg. 20.


• December 13, America Lodge Opera Matinee: Umberto Giordano’s Andrea Chénier. See ad pg. 21.


• December 17, America Lodge General Membership meeting. 7:30 pm, Fr. Sq. VFW.


• December 31, America Lodge Membership Dues! See flyer on page 16.


 
America Lodge #2245

Check out our Website and Facebook page! We 
post photos of our meetings and events, 

provide informative posts on our Italian Culture 
and Heritage and keep our members informed 
about Lodge and local events!  Come log on 

and see what we’re up to! 

www.americalodge2245.com

http://www.americalodge2245.com
http://www.americalodge2245.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/506148423548320
http://www.americalodge2245.com


GOOD AND WELFARE

Nancy Binda,

Pina Carbone,

Helen Geneva,


Past President Sylvia Giglio,

Antonino Guarrasi,


Past President Gloria Maffettone,

Vice President Karen Mollish,


Sally Nicoletti.

CONGRATULATIONS  

Grandparents Christine 
and Victor Rossi 


and 

Great Grandma Annette 

Koziarz  
on the birth of Kaden Kirk 
Rossi who was born on 
September 28, 2025.

THANK YOU 
To my friends at America 

Lodge, a heartfelt thank you 
for asking me to be one of 
this years Honorees at the 

Columbus Day Parade. It was 
an absolute honor to 

represent our amazing lodge 
and to spend such a joyful 
day with all my wonderful 

friends. I am so proud to be a 
member of America Lodge 

and once again, a huge thank 
you!


Mary Rose O’Hara

Dear Brothers and Sisters of America Lodge, 

My family and I want to express our sincere 

gratitude to all of you for your love and 
support during this difficult time. All of the 

calls, cards, visits, and your beautiful ritual at 
Luigi’s wake have provided me with great 

comfort and the assurance that Luigi had a 
positive impact on all who knew him. America 
Lodge has been an important part of our lives 

for the past 35 years. Luigi loved all of you 
and he so enjoyed participating in the many 
lodge events. With love and many thanks, 


Angela Pinto and Family



• November 1:  All Saints Tutti i Santi (All Saints’ 

Day): A national holiday when Italians honor 

saints and visit family graves with 

chrysanthemums.

• November 2:  All Souls  Commemorazione dei 

Defunti (All Souls’ Day): While not a national 

holiday, this day continues the remembrance 

of departed loved ones with cemetery visits 

and prayer.

• November 11:  Happy Veterans Day!

• November 27:  Happy Thanksgiving!





FRANKLIN FUNERAL HOME, INC., 
RED MANGO OF FRANKLIN SQUARE, 

and 
ANTERI MEATS, INC.

Thank you for supporting America Lodge #2245 

at our 54th Anniversary Dinner Dance! 


Your generosity and commitment throughout the year 
help us host meaningful events, strengthen our 

programs, and keep our cherished traditions alive. 


We are truly grateful for your support and look forward 
to celebrating many more milestones together.





Recipe courtesy of Chef Aurelio Barattini of Locanda Antica de Sesto in Lucca, Italy 
https://www.italymagazine.com/recipe/tuscan-bean-and-vegetable-soup-tastes-fall

https://www.italymagazine.com/recipe/tuscan-bean-and-vegetable-soup-tastes-fall


AMERICA LODGE 54TH ANNIVERSARY DINNER DANCE  OCTOBER 19, 2025









AMERICA LODGE MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 
I know it’s hard to believe but it is that time of year where America Lodge will be mailing 
out the 2026 dues notices. 

Last year we tried something a little different by asking everyone via email to send in 
their dues and it was a huge success so we will be doing it again this year. We are 
requesting that you mail in your dues without receiving formal mailed notice. If we do 
not receive your dues by November 15th, notices will be mailed. 

Dues are $50.00 and checks should be made payable to America Lodge #2245. 

IMPORTANT: If you are a new member that joined from September 1, 2025 through 
December 31, 2025, you do NOT have to pay dues for 2026 as they were included in your 
2025 payment. 

AMERICA LODGE #2245

2026 MEMBERSHIP DUES ANNUAL RENEWAL

Please include below information with your payment: 

Name:__________________________________________________________________ 
Address:_________________________________________________________________ 
City, State, Zip:____________________________________________________________ 
Phone #:_________________________________________________________________ 
Email address:____________________________________________________________ 

Signature:________________________________________________________________ 

Please mail payment to: 
Maria Passalacqua,  265 Cleveland Street, Franklin Square, New York 11010

THANK YOU! 

America Lodge appreciates your continued support and membership!

WWW.AMERICALODGE2245.COM 
“America Lodge, where friends become family”

http://WWW.AMERICALODGE2245.COM


It’s That Time of Year Again… 

America Lodge will elect our officers this February, and we wanted to invite everyone to 
learn more about our officer positions and responsibilities. We hope this information will 
help you discern whether you are ready to become an officer!  

For any organization to succeed they must consider a Succession Plan (a pipeline of talent 
ready to fill roles in the future, ensuring continuity and growth). Because our officer 
positions are voted on, and elections are held every two years, America Lodge must always 
identify and prepare its future leaders. An effective Succession Plan calls for talented new 
officers to join the ranks of existing officers to bring new ideas, new leadership styles and 
new perspectives.  

Some may ask, what are the qualities of an officer? Well, as an officer, you need to have 
initiative, ambition, good judgement together with a certain human kindness all cemented 
with an unfailing sense of courtesy and tact. At the heart of it all, officers are members just 
like YOU, who volunteer to help our Lodge and OSDIA grow and share our beautiful 
heritage. 

Any effective leader knows that to be successful; you mustn’t forget the past, you must 
build on it. America Lodge has a wonderful 54-year history, rich with visions and ideas 
which have all come to fruition. Together we stand, proud to be Italian Americans and 
celebrate everything our Italian forefathers and descendants gave the world. 

Is now your time to step up and join our officer ranks? I think you will be surprised at how 
such a small contribution of your time can yield such great results. Your contribution helps 
us ensure the continued viability and strength of America Lodge. If you can’t volunteer at 
this time, won’t you please encourage and talk to someone about becoming an officer. 
Your support may be all they need…

AMERICA LODGE #2245

BECOME AN OFFICER! 2026 ELECTIONS!

Contact: 
America Lodge Nomination Chairperson 

Andrew Monteleone 
(516) 784-9142 

monteleoneandrew@gmail.com

mailto:monteleoneandrew@gmail.com


PRESIDENT 
ART. 22. The President is the highest-ranking officer and the leader of the Local Lodge and as such; 
(a) Calls and presides over all the meetings of the Council and of the assembly. 
(b) Sees that the laws of the Local Lodge are observed and the deliberation of the Council and of the assembly are carried out. 
(c) Sees that the laws of the Order are respected and observed, and the orders of the Supreme Lodge and of the Grand Lodge are 

obeyed. 
(d) Controls the affairs of the Local Lodge and supervises the performance of duties by the other officers of the Council. 
(e) Signs the minutes of the meetings of the assembly and all orders of payment, checks, correspondence, and all documents 

which invest the responsibility of the Local Lodge. 
(f) Unless the laws of the Local Lodge provide otherwise, the President appoints all committees of the Local Lodge, of which the 

President is an ex-officio member. 
(g) Refrains from making proposals at the meetings of the assembly; participates in discussions only to clarify the issues 

presented and votes only in case of a tie. 
(h) After hearing the opinion of the Orator, the President rules upon controversies involving the application of the laws. The 

member who disagrees with the ruling and the interpretation of the President shall appeal within 10 days to the State 
President in case the Local Lodge is under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge, and to the National President, in case the 
Local Lodge is under the direct jurisdiction of the Supreme Lodge. 

(i) When disorder arises in the meeting of the assembly or of the Council, the President may silence or censure the member or 
members causing such disorder. If such member or members persist in causing disorder, the President may fine, silence or 
expel the member or members from the hall or suspend the meeting. 

(j) May appoint a Chaplain whose primary duties shall be to conduct, whenever practicable, all religious exercises of the Local 
Lodge. The Chaplain shall also perform such other duties relating to the office, as shall be assigned to the office from time to 
time by the President.

VICE PRESIDENT 
ART.23. The Vice President is the second ranking officer of the Local Lodge. As such, the Vice President assists the President and 
takes the President’s place when the President is absent or unable to act. In the absence of the President, the Vice President 
performs the duties and exercises the prerogatives of the President to the same extent and with like power which the President 
would have, if present.

RECORDING SECRETARY 
ART. 26. The Recording Secretary is the custodian of the archives and the keeper of the seal of the Local Lodge. The Recording 
Secretary’s duties are: 
(a) To take and record the minutes of the meetings of the Council and of the assembly, which minutes are to be at the discretion 

of the Local Lodge distributed to all members prior to the successive meeting or read at the successive meeting. 
(b) To make up and keep up to date the membership roll of the Local Lodge.  
(c) To care for correspondence and write letters which the Recording Secretary is directed to write by the President or other 

higher officer in the ranking units of the Order. 
(d) To be the sole officer through whom a member may communicate with the Grand Council. 
(e) To write and send notices for meetings. 
(f) To act as the clerk of the Local Lodge Arbitration Commission when such Commission is in session, except in case the 

Recording Secretary is an interested party. 
(g) Within ten days after receipt, to forward to the State Recording Secretary all appeals referred or presented to the Recording 

Secretary by members because of administrative irregularities. The appeals when forwarded shall be accompanied by a report 
of the views expressed by the Council. 

(h) To carry out all orders which the Recording Secretary may receive, in matters pertaining to the office, from the President or 
from the higher-ranking officers of the Order. (Art. 26 revised 10/15/2021)

NEW YORK SUPPLEMENTAL BYLAWS 
Article 26 CORRESPONDING SECRETARY 

B.L.2:  If the office of Corresponding Secretary is established by a Local Lodge, pursuant to B.L.2 et seq. of Article 21 hereof, 
the duties of the Corresponding Secretary shall be as follows: 
1. To maintain a file of all Local Lodge correspondence; 
2. To write letters as directed by the President; 
3. To notify members of meetings; 
4. To make and keep up to date the Local Lodge membership lists; 
5. To be the sole officer through whom a member may communicate with the Grand Council; 
6. To read all pertinent correspondence at meetings; and 
7. To perform such other duties as may be assigned by the President concomitant with the officer of Corresponding Secretary.



ORATOR 
ART.25. The Orator gives opinion concerning the application and interpretation of the laws of the Order and sees that the laws of the 
Order are observed and properly applied. In matters which relate to the administration of the affairs of the Local Lodge, the Orator is 
subordinate to the President. In matter relating to the exercise of Judicial Power, the Orator is subordinate to the State or National Order. 
The Orator, either on the Orator’s own initiative or upon complaint being made to the Orator, shall have power to prefer written charges 
against a member who has violated the laws of the Order.

FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
ART.27. The Financial Secretary is the collector and accountant of the Local Lodge. The Financial Secretary’s duties are: 
(a) To collect dues and assessments, giving proper receipt therefor. 
(b) To write orders of payment, affixing the Financial Secretary’s signature thereon, together with that of the President. 
(c) To present orders of payment to the Treasurer, who issues checks thereon, which checks the Financial Secretary presents to the 

parties to whom they are payable, exacting at the same time money due from such parties to the Local Lodge. 
(d) To make up and keep up to date financial records, particularly those entrusted to the Financial Secretary by the Grand Lodge or 

Supreme Lodge. Those financial records are:  The ledger, the journal book, the financial statements, and the orders of payments. 
(e) To notify by mail those members who are in default with the payment of dues and assessments. 
(f) To announce members in default with the payment of dues and assessments to the assembly. 
(g) To communicate, at the end of each meeting of the assembly, the total collections and disbursements made on the day of the 

meeting. 
(h) To make a quarterly financial report, which report is to be audited and signed by no less than three trustees, a copy of which is to be 

sent to the State Financial Secretary. 
(i) To make payment of the Capita Tax, computed on the basis of the number of members listed on the membership roll at the end of 

each quarter, which payment shall be made, without the necessity of deliberation on the part of the assembly of the Local Lodge, 
not later than January 15th, April 15th, July 15th, and October 15th of each year. 

(j) To carry out all orders which the Financial Secretary may receive, in matters affecting the office, from the President and from 
higher ranking officers of the Order. 

TREASURER 
ART.28. The Treasurer is the custodian of the funds of the Local Lodge. The Treasurer’s duties are: 
(a) To receive at the end of each meeting all money collected by the Financial Secretary and to issue proper receipt therefor. 
(b) To record in and keep up to date the Cash Book of the Local Lodge, in which record the Treasurer shall register monthly income and 

disbursements of the Local Lodge. 
(c) Not later than three days after each meeting, to deposit in previously designated banks the funds received by the Treasurer in 

accounts opened in the name of the Local Lodge. 
(d) To issue and sign checks upon the receipt of proper order of payment and consign them to the Financial Secretary for delivery to the 

payee thereof. 
(e) To withdraw funds from savings accounts opened in the name of the Local Lodge; provided the withdrawal slip bears the signature 

of the President, of the Financial Secretary, and of at least one Trustee, in addition to the Treasurer’s; and provided further that the 
assembly of the Local Lodge may dispense with the signature of the Trustee when deemed advisable. 

(f) To carry out such orders which the Treasurer may receive, in matters pertaining to the office, from the President or from the higher-
ranking officers of the Order.

TRUSTEES 
ART.29. The Trustees supervise the affairs of the Local Lodge and are members of the Council. Their duties are: 
(a) To examine and audit the books kept by the Financial Secretary and the Treasurer of the Local Lodge. 
(b) To examine and audit the quarterly report of the Financial Secretary, certifying as to its correctness by affixing their signatures 

thereon; provided, however, that such report shall not be valid unless it bears the signature of no less than three Trustees in addition 
to that of the Financial Secretary. 

(c) To perform such additional duties, in matters pertaining to their office, imposed upon them by the laws of the Order or by the 
deliberation of the assembly of the Local Lodge.

MASTERS AND/OR MISTRESSES OF CEREMONIES 
ART.30. The Masters and/or Mistresses of Ceremonies are officers of the Local Lodge who participate in ceremonial activities prescribed 
by the laws of the Order during the course of the meetings of the assembly of the Local Lodge.

GUARD 
ART.31. The Guard is the doorkeeper of the Local Lodge. The Guard’s duty is to exclude strangers from the meetings of the assembly 
and to admit those members who have identified themselves by announcing their presence to the President, who, in turn, orders the 
Guard to either admit or exclude such members.

LOCAL LODGE ARBITRATION COMMISSION 
Art. 33.The Local Lodge Arbitration Commission is the judicial tribunal of the Local Lodge. The rules and regulations which prescribe the 
mode of procedure, the jurisdiction, the powers and the revenue incident to the functioning of the Local Lodge Arbitration  Commission are set 
for in the Judicial Code of the Order. 

The Local Lodge Arbitration Commission is composed of five (5) regular members, known as Commissioners, and five alternate members, 
known as Alternate Commissioners. The Local Lodge Commissioners and the Local Lodge Alternate Commissioners are elected at the annual 
meeting for electing officers of the Local Lodge for a period of one (1) year and shall serve until their successors are elected and installed. Local 
Lodges holding biennial elections shall elect their Arbitration Commission members for a period of two (2) years and shall serve until the 
successors are elected and installed. Whenever a vacancy occurs among the Commissioners, it shall be filled by the Alternate Commissioner 
who received the highest number of votes during the election of the Alternate Commissioners.







WINDCREEKWINDCREEK
CASINOCASINO  

NOVEMBER 15, 2025NOVEMBER 15, 2025

RSVPRSVP    WITH NAME, PHONE # ANDWITH NAME, PHONE # AND  
NUMBER OF PEOPLENUMBER OF PEOPLE  

TO:TO:

COST $60.00 WITH $30.00 BACKCOST $60.00 WITH $30.00 BACK

BAGELS & WATER SERVED ON THE BUSBAGELS & WATER SERVED ON THE BUS

Ellen Andrasick
245 Cleveland St. 

Franklin Square, NY  11010
(516) 317-0686

Bus leaves at 8:00 am promptly from behind Citibank on 
Hempstead Turnpike, Franklin Square, NY 

PRESENTS A TRIP TOPRESENTS A TRIP TO

Are you enjoying our Newsletter and 
the Website? Click here and let us 

know!

SOLD OUT!

mailto:americalodge2245@gmail.com?subject=I%20love%20the%20Newsletter!
mailto:americalodge2245@gmail.com?subject=I%20love%20the%20Newsletter!
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THANK YOU TO OUR ADVERTISERS! 

WE APPRECIATE YOUR SUPPORT OF 
AMERICA LODGE #2245! 

SHOP LOCAL! 
SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS!







Testani Family

I t a l i a n  R e s t a u r a n t  &  C a t e r e r s
1 0 3 9  H e m p s t e a d  T u r n p i k e    F r a n k l i n  S q u a r e ,  N Y  1 1 0 1 0

w w w . m y f i l o m e n a s . c o m
A  F a m i l y  T r a d i t i o n  S i n c e  1 9 7 2

( 5 1 6 )  4 3 7 - 4 9 1 9

F i l o m e n a ’ s

http://www.myfilomenas.com


ARDITO & ARDITO 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

Your Plan - Your Way™ 

WILLS • TRUSTS • ESTATES 
PERSONAL INJURY • REAL ESTATE 

JOHN A. ARDITO, ESQ.       JOSEPH ARDITO, ESQ. 
DANIEL J. AURIEMMA, ESQ. 

659 Franklin Avenue, Franklin Square, NY  11010 
1044 Franklin Avenue, Suite 208, Garden City, NY  11530 

516.825.0500 

www.ArditoLaw.com

http://www.ArditoLaw.com






Dr. Magardician has been a proud member of the 
community for over 38 years and prides herself on 
patient care!

located in the VFW parking lot on Lincoln Road.




